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Program Details

·The Childhood/Early Childhood Education Program  

certifies students Birth ïGrade 6.

·BA Degree is earned:

- minimum of 120 credits

- minimum of 90 liberal arts credits

- minimum of 45 upper division credits (300 or 400 

level courses)
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Program Details
· Students are accepted into Childhood/ Early Childhood Education when the criteria 

below is met:

You must be ONE of the following:

ÅAn in-coming freshman student

ÅAn in-coming transfer student

ÅA SUNY Potsdam student with a 2.0 minimum overall GPA with less

than 6 education credits completed

ÅA SUNY Potsdam student with a 2.5 minimum overall GPA with 

6 or more education credits completed

AND

You have completed the 3 steps in the declaration process, which include:

ÅViewing the Childhood/Early Childhood Education tutorial

ÅTaking and passing the Childhood/Early Childhood Education Quizwith 

100% of the questions answered correctly.

ÅCompleting and submitting the Childhood/Early Childhood Education 

declaration form
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Program Details

· Upon acceptance into the program, each student will receive an 

Advisement Guide (Template) via their campus mailbox. You are 

required to carefully read and follow this template.

· Upon acceptance into the program an education advisor will be 

assigned. The advisorôs name will appear on the Advisement Guide 

as well as on the course summary in BearPAWS.

· Each student must follow their specifically assigned Advisement 

Guide (Template) with guidance from your advisor.

· Students are required to meet with their education advisor before 

enrolling in any courses.

· Education students must bring their Advisement Guide to all advising 

sessions.
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Program Details - Specialization Area

· All students in the program must select a Specialization Area soon after 

declaring.  In the case of math or science, this should be done in the 

freshmen year.  Consult with your education advisor for guidance.

· To declare a Specialization Area, contact the main department office of 

the Specialization Area and complete the appropriate paperwork.

· You will be assigned an advisor from the department where you 

declared your specialization. You should verify this by checking your 

course summary in BearPaws.

Note:  You will have two (2) advisors, one in Education and one in the 

Specialization Area.
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Program Details - Specialization Area

ÇEvery student must declare a Specialization in one 
of the following areas:

ÁEnglish 

ÁMathematics

ÁBiology

ÁChemistry

ÁGeology 

ÁPhysics

ÁSocial Science/History
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Program Details - Advising Roles & 

Responsibilities

Ç It is expected that you will meet with both your Education and 

Specialization advisors at least once a semester. Advising occurs during 

October and April, but students can meet with their advisors throughout 

the year for mentoring, guidance and general advice.

Ç It is expected that you will bring all pertinent paperwork, i.e. advising 

guide, list of questions, course options, Transfer Credit Evaluation, if 

appropriate, etcé to your advising appointments.

Ç Your Education Advisor must remove advising hold before you can 

register for courses.

Ç You are ultimately responsible for your education and ensuring you get 

the best and most accurate advice.
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Assessment Benchmarks and Disposition 

Framework

Assessment Benchmarks and Disposition Framework address:

ÁAcademic Requirements

ÁPerformance Indicators which include:

Personal, Professional and Social Attitudes and Behaviors

Note:  The Assessment Benchmarks and Disposition documents 

must be read prior to declaring Childhood/Early Childhood 

Education. These documents can be found on the declaration 

application form, which you will fill out once you have read this 

tutorial and passed the quiz.
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Assessment Benchmarks

Academic Requirements

- 2.0 or better in each required course

- 2.0 or better overall GPA - initial criteria to be admitted 

- 2.5 or better overall GPA - once 6 credit hours of Education 
courses have been completed

- 2.75 or better cumulative GPA in Education major (all EDLS and 
EDUC courses)

- 2.5  or better GPA in Specialization Area (includes all courses 
taken in the Specialization area discipline- See your Education 
Advisor for clarification)

*Note - Students cannot select the S/U option for any Education 
course. Electing an S/U in a specialization course is strongly 
discouraged.  
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Disposition Framework

· Personal, Professional, and Social Attitudes and Behaviors, 

include:

ƁWorking well with others

ƁTaking responsibility for oneôs own actions

ƁFostering positive relationships

ƁBehaving in a professional manner

ƁMaintaining a high level of competence and integrity in 

oneôs practice

ƁWilling to take risks, be flexible, show comfort with 

uncertainty

ƁRecognizing and respecting oneôs own diversity and that of 
others
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