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expensive than attending the home institution, excluding travel. Tuition
and fees are normally paid to the home campus (Plan B) or through
waiver of non-resident tuition and fees (Plan A). Tuition in many states
is much lower than New York State’s. Room and board is paid to the
host campus. Potsdam processes financial aid for students on either plan.
Plan B is preferable for students with substantial TAP awards.

Student Placements: Exchange commitments are negotiated by campus
coordinators at the annual NSE conference (normally in early March).
Placement decisions are governed by the popularity of certain schools,
and the numbers of students certain schools may send and receive. Since
applicants have already been pre-screened by their home coordinator,
conference placements are not secured on the basis of any on-site
credential evaluations. By mid-April each year, students will have ac-
cepted or rejected their placements and begun receiving housing and
registration materials from their host schools.

Special Programs: Placements in special programs, suchas R.A. exchange,
study abroad, honors programs, and some majors, such as music, should
be negotiated well in advance of other deadlines.

For a complete list of participating institutions and exchange sites,
please contact the Office International Education and Programs or
visit the Web site: www.nse.org.

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
Philosophy

Theacademic programsat SUNY Potsdam offer students the opportunity
to combine career preparation with strong liberal arts education. The
College maintains its traditional emphasis on the liberal arts because
we believe that liberally educated persons are best equipped to respond
to challenges and to take advantage of opportunities in all areas of
living-within the family and the community. The liberal arts foster
the flexibility that is necessary in so rapidly changing a society as ours
by developing skills-observation, analysis, communication, research,
judgment-that are applicable in any situation. The liberal arts, as the
origin of the term “liberal” suggests, liberate individuals to participate
responsibly and to find fulfillment in work and in leisure. The talents
and skills nourished by the liberal arts are thus the skills central to
advancement in a career as well as to success in other areas.

The curriculum at SUNY Potsdam also encourages students to pursue
professional preparation through selected degree and certification pro-
grams and second majors and minors at the same time that they study
the liberal arts. We believe that the best teachers, chemists, managers,
and writers are those who know their particular professions and who
also know the wider world in which they practice their professions. Such
professionals are prepared not only to succeed in their careers but also
to contribute to the community. The curriculum at SUNY Potsdam
blends the liberal and the professional to prepare the whole person for
the whole of life. This philosophy governs all of the programs of the
College, from performance in The Crane School of Music to second-
ary education certification in the School of Education and Professional
Studies, from studio art to biology or sociology in the School of Arts
and Sciences.

The College desires to provide the opportunities for students to develop
into citizens who are able to contribute in a positive, creative way to the
demands of our society, and who have the knowledge, skills and experi-

ences to accomplish personal goals. “The Potsdam Graduate,” adopted by
the Facultyand SUNY Potsdam, isastatementof the College’s expectations
of the SUNY Potsdam student expressed in terms of knowledge, skills
and experiences to be acquired during the college experience.

Graduation in Four Years

SUNY Potsdam's undergraduate degree programs are designed to permit
graduation in four calendar years from the initial date of enrollment.
The College provides sufficient class offerings of required and elective
courses, or appropriate substitutions, to first time freshmen who have
the academic skills needed to complete a four-year prescribed program
of study.

Students who plan to graduate in four years need to successfully fulfill
all academic, grade and course work requirements in a declared first
major field of study and meet all requirements for the General Educa-
tion Program in the sequence indicated by the academic first major
department; complete the 120-hour minimum academic and 4-hour
non-academic credit requirements as well as the College residency
requirement; maintain a 2.0 overall grade point average each of the
eight semesters; and meet any other academic major department or
School criteria established for the first major.

Students who plan to graduate in four years are well advised to formally
declare an academic major before the end of the first semester in the
freshman year, although it may be possible to complete some majors in
fouryears despitealater declaration of major. Students should meeteach
semester with an academic adviser in the major to plan a class schedule;
and enroll in and complete a full-course load of 15 or more academic
credit hours in each of the eight semesters. Students should also meet
all designated College deadlines related to course registration or access
to College services; and comply with all academic or administrative
policies and/or procedures of the College.

The Potsdam Graduate

The Potsdam Faculty believes that an educated person is one who
can cope with, thrive in, and provide leadership in our complex,
ambiguous and mutable world. Such an individual must possess not
only knowledge and skills, but also the commitment to apply them in
acting responsibly in the physical and social environment. An educated
person understands the limitations of both formal education and human
comprehension of the world. Thus the educated person is inclined to
continue to learn throughout life and is committed to the search for
truth through free inquiry and open debate. The total atmosphere of
the campus contributes to such an education.

Within the moral, intellectual and social atmosphere of the College, the
curriculum is central. Each student’s curriculum is ideally an integrated
whole, consisting of three components: a major that permits disciplined
study of a particular body of knowledge, electives that allow students
to shape learning to individual ambitions and needs, and the general
education program which provides a context of skills, knowledge and
experiences for learning.

Skills

The ability to judge, appraise and evaluate, in matters ethical, aesthetic,
empirical and logical.

The ability to reason analytically, formally, symbolically and quan-
titatively.
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The ability to solve problems by creative synthesis of knowledge.

The ability to organize thought and communicate in written and oral
form.

The ability to communicate in a second language.

Knowledge

Knowledge of the heritage of Western civilization, including major ar-
tistic, scientific, technological, philosophical and social developments.

Knowledge of a non-Western culture and an understanding of the
interaction of cultures.

Knowledge of the natural and physical world.

Knowledge of the forms and currents in twentieth century arts and
philosophy.

Knowledge of contemporary social institutions.

Knowledge of how language permits communication, shapes thought
and changes through time.

Experiences
Experience of creativity or performance in the arts.
Experience of the way science generates, organizes and verifies knowledge.

Experience using computer tools in academic settings.

Advising Mission Statement

SUNY Potsdam is committed to promoting student success through
responsible academic advising. Our mission is to foster dynamic and
interactive relationships between advisers and advisees that help students
satisfy the academic requirements of the College, take advantage of sup-
port services, explore career opportunities, and develop skills necessary
to thrive and provide leadership in a complex and mutable world.

Philosophy

Advising is a crucial faculty and student responsibility. It involves a
personal and professional relationship between student and adviser,
built through the process of periodic communication. Advising also
focuses on utilizing campus resources to assist students in selecting
courses and formulating sound educational, career and life goals. The
advising relationship provides students with a direct mentoring link to
teaching faculty and professional staff, encouraging active engagement
in their educational process and increasing their overall connection
the College and its mission. Personal and professional advising also
promotes a supportive educational and social environment. The ad-
vising process enables students to pursue their educational goals and
encourages them to become successful and productive members of the
College community.

World Citizenship

Members of the SUNY Potsdam community believe than an educated
citizenry understands its rights and responsibilities as members of local,
national and global societies. Such individuals possess not only knowl-
edge and skills, but also the commitment to apply them in service to
their community.

Your educational experience provides the intellectual framework for
becoming an informed world citizen:

Learning to think critically.

Becoming aware of social values and principles.

Understanding the rights and responsibilities of citizens and the  prin-
ciples of democratic civic involvement.

Learning that a person's actions can have broad consequences, and
accepting responsibility for recognizing those effects, changing one's
actions when neccessary.

Understanding the impact of human activities on living and non-living
resources.

Understanding the concepts of social and economic justice.
Understanding U.S. society in the context of the larger world society.
The College provides opportunities for students to:

Give service to the community.

Develop skills in stewardship, leadership and teamwork.

Define an issue or problem, suggest alternative solutions or courses of
action, evaluate consequences for each alternative solution or course of
action, prioritize solutions based on established criteria, and propose
an action plan to address the issue or resolve the problem.

Consider the rights and interests of others.
Analyze the influence of shared and conflicting societal values.

Demonstrate that social values can be both unifying and divisive
forces.

Develop self-confidence in their effectiveness as citizens.

Practice constructive decision-making techniques.

Degrees

SUNY Potsdam offers four undergraduate degrees: the Bachelor of Arts,
Bachelor of Fine Arts, Bachelor of Music and Bachelor of Science. The
requirements for the four degrees differ and are detailed elsewhere in this
catalog (see below). All offer opportunity for professional training.

The Bachelor of Fine Arts is a professional undergraduate degree in the
visual arts. The B.EA. offers increased breadth and depth in the studio
arts and includes advanced study in art history and arts theory.

The Bachelor of Arts is the degree traditionally pursued by those who
aspire to leadership in society and in the professions. The curriculum
is divided into three parts. In keeping with the liberal arts ideal of
breadth plus depth, and to ensure acquaintance with many of the
fields of human intellectual endeavor, there is a General Education
requirement comprising about one-third of all coursework. There
is a major requirement, comprising somewhat less than one-third of
all coursework, to ensure that students pursue one field to a point of
competence. The remainder of the B.A. program is free electives, which
may be used to meet professional requirements through a second major
(such as a teacher certification program) or a minor, to strengthen a
major, or to explore additional areas of interest.

The Bachelor of Musicis a professional degree. Approximately two-thirds
of the curriculum is devoted to a carefully structured and progressive
program that develops professional musical competence. The remaining
one-third of the students’ time is directed toward the liberal arts in
order to give them a broad perspective on their professional training.
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The Bachelor of Science is a degree that allows a student the ability to
concentrate extensively on one subject area. The curriculum is divided
into three parts with coursework in the major consisting of somewhat
more than one-third of all coursework.

Enrollment Status

To pursue the baccalaureate, students must be formally admitted to
the College and accepted into a curriculum leading to a degree. This
is also known as matriculated status.

College-wide Degree Requirements

Students must complete 120 academic credit hours for the bachelor’s
degree. Some music programs may require as many as 124 academic
credit hours. In addition, all students must satisty the requirement
of four physical education activity courses. It is the responsibility of
each student to become familiar with degree requirements, graduation
requirements, and all other aspects regarding academic progress.

Academic Residency Requirements

Candidates for the baccalaureate degree must complete their final 30
credit hours, exclusive of physical education, at SUNY Potsdam. Excep-
tions to this rule may be granted by the Registrar on a case by case basis.
When an exception is made, the student must file an “Application to
Complete Degree Elsewhere” and have the proposed courses approved
prior to the semester in which they will be taken.

Also, a minimum of 15 upper-division hours for each declared major
and a minimum of one-half the credits required for each declared minor
must be completed at SUNY Potsdam. Courses offered by the College at
approved off-campus locations are included in residence credit.

Cumulative Grade Point Average

Seventy-five percent of the credit hours taken at SUNY Potsdam for
graduation must be numerically graded. In order to graduate, a student
must achieve an average of at least 2.0 in these numerically graded
courses. Students must complete at least 30 credit hours in their ma-
jor with a minimum grade of 2.0 in each course. In addition, certain
academic departments require more credit hours and/or higher grade
point averages for their majors.

Applying to Graduate

In order to graduate from SUNY Potsdam, students must file an Appli-
cation for Degree in the Registrar’s Office. Since the degree verification
process generally requires a few weeks to complete, students should file
the Application for Degree by the beginning of the semester in which
they plan to graduate. SUNY Potsdam has three graduation dates, in
May, August and December depending on when students complete
their degree requirements; however, there is only one Commencement
Ceremony each year in May.

Commencement Ceremony Participation Policy

In order for undergraduate students to be eligible to participate in the
Commencement Ceremony, they must have completed a minimum
of 90 credit hours (exclusive of physical education) by the end of the
immediately preceding fall semester, and have submitted a degree ap-
plication for May, August or December of that calendar year.

Time Limitations

Requirements for graduation as stated in the Undergraduate Catalog, in
effect at the time of the student’s matriculation, shall not be binding
on the College for more than six years after the date of matriculation.
Students who have not completed degree requirements during that
time period must pursue requirements as stated in the Undergraduate
Catalog in effect at the beginning of the seventh year.

Also, students may elect to follow later graduation requirements in
effect subsequent to matriculation, but must then finish those require-
ments completely.

Requirements for the Bachelor
of Arts and Bachelor of Science
Degrees

In addition to the College-wide degree requirements already described,
candidates for the Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees must
fulfill the following requirements. For additional information on the
Bachelor of Music degree, please refer to the section on The Crane
School of Music. For additional information on the Bachelor of Fine
Arts in Visual Arts, please see the Department of Art listing.

The Liberal Arts Requirement

By regulations of the Commissioner of Education of the State of New
York, all Bachelor of Arts degrees must contain a minimum of 90 credit
hours of liberal arts courses. All Bachelor of Science degrees must contain
a minimum of 75 credit hours of liberal arts courses.

Additional Notes:

1. Thisrequirementdoes not mean thatstudents mustlimit themselves
to 90 (or 75) credit hours of liberal arts coursework or, conversely,
30 (or 45) credit hours of non-liberal arts coursework. Frequently
students complete more than 90 (or 75) credit hours of liberal arts
coursework.

2. A careful accounting of liberal arts/non-liberal arts courses should
be kept by students and their advisers to ensure that the 90 (or
75) semester hour requirement is completed. This rule does not
preclude students from taking more than 30 (or 45) credit hours
of non-liberal arts credit if desired, but no more than 30 (or 45)
will be counted toward the B.A. or B.S. degree.

Courses Carrying Liberal Arts Credit

Most courses offered in the School of Arts and Sciences are given for
liberal arts credit. Non-liberal courses are designated with “@” in the
title in the Schedule of Classes. Refer to individual course listings for
further information.

In reference to internships and practica in the School of Arts and
Sciences, no more than 12 credit hours may be counted as liberal arts
credit and of these no more than six credit hours may be from any
one department. Of course, more hours may be taken as non-liberal
arts credit. Internships and practica may or may not be liberal arts
courses. To be approved for liberal arts credit, each course must be
approved by a committee comprised of the Provost and the deans of
the three schools.

For students other than music majors, up to six credit hours of non-
liberal designated music performance courses (prefixed MUAP or
MULP) may be used for liberal arts credit.
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School of Education and Professional Studies courses designated EDLS
are offered for liberal arts credi.

Requirements — Hours Outside Any One
Department

To provide for depth and diversity in liberal arts, students pursuing
a B.A. degree must take at least 70 credit hours, B.S. degree students
must take at least 65 credit hours, and B.FA. degree students must
take at least 60 credit hours of undergraduate work outside any one
department or discipline.

For the purposes of this requirement, the following are considered to
be separate departments or disciplines:

Anthropology, including subject codes ANTA, ANTC,ANTH, ANTL
and ANTP;

Art, including subject codes ARTH, ARTM and ARTS;

Biology, including subject code BIOL;

Business Administration, including subject codes BUEC, ACCT, FINA,
MGMT and MKTG;

Chemistry, including subject code CHEM;

Communication, including subject code COMM;

Community Health, including subject code HLTH;

Computer and Information Sciences, including subject code CIS;
Dance, including subject code DANC;

Economics, including subject code ECON

Education, including subject codes EDLS, EDUC and SECD;
Employment Relations, including subject code EMRE;

English, including subject codes COMP (except COMP 101), LITR
and LNGS;

Geology, including subject code GEOL;
History, including subject code HIST;
Mathematics, including subject code MATH;

Modern Languages, including subject codes FREN, SPAN, ARAB,
MOHK, LATN, GREK, LANG, LING, LITT and ESL;

Music, including all MU__ subject codes;
Philosophy, including subject code PHIL;

Physics, including subject code PHYS;

Politics, including subject code POLS;

Psychology, including subject code PSYC;

Sociology, including subject code SOCI;

Theatre, including subject code DRAM;

Wilderness Education, including subject code WILD.

Upper-division Requirement

All candidates for the B.A. or B.S. degree must complete a minimum
of 45 credit hours in upper-division courses, that is, courses numbered
300 or above.

Notes:

1. It is not a requirement that these 45 credit hours comprise liberal
arts credit courses only. However, students and advisers should be
aware of the 90 (or 75) semester-hour liberal arts requirement.

2. No two-year college course may be transferred for upper-division
credit.

3. Determination of upper-division credit for courses transferred from
four-year colleges will be made by the Academic Transfer Services
Office, in consultation with appropriate department chairs.

4. A minimum of 15 credit hours in the major must be at the upper-
division level.

General Education Program

Aliberal arts education contains three components: general education,
which provides a structured breadth of knowledge and development of
skills; the major, which promotes specialized, in-depth knowledge and
hones and expands the skills necessary to use that knowledge; and the
free electives, which broaden areas of personal interest. Though separate
components, they reinforce each other in developing a student who has
specialized knowledge and skills yet who is also cognizant of the broader
perspective and is confident and effective in confronting issues outside
the areas of specialization. Further, the General Education Program
assists and complements the major by providing a liberal context for
the pursuit of that specialized study.

Students matriculating at SUNY Potsdam or another regionally ac-
credited institution of higher learning will complete the requirements
of the General Education Program that went into effect that year. The
Program defines learning in terms of what general education seeks to
accomplish — the knowledge, skills and experiences our students are
encouraged to gain.

General Education Program Rationale

At one time it may have been possible to impart to students, in four
years of college, knowledge that would be adequate for the rest of
their lives. It certainly is not possible today. The contemporary college
graduate will have to learn much throughout life, both in professional
and personal areas. At one time it was reasonable to expect that one
or two vocational fields would suffice for a lifetime. Today's students
should expect not only numerous changes in vocational fields but also
the likelihood of employment in fields that currently do not exist.
Further, the need to learn throughout life is no less great in the various
non-professional areas of life. Here, too, contemporary students should
expect to face accelerating change and complexity and fresh challenges
after college. Coping with the future will require constant learning. No
amount of information or facts acquired at college will suffice. Hence
contemporary students need to learn how to learn. Learning how to
learn implies the development of skills and abilities. Therefore, an
adequate contemporary general education program should include an
emphasis on the development of skills and abilities.

But this does not imply that knowledge or information may be ne-
glected. Coping with the present and future requires greater knowledge
than heretofore. The challenges of dramatic change will require draw-
ing on a deep and broad understanding of history and our social and
political institutions. Science and technology will increasingly affect,
and require responses from, all citizens and can no longer be relegated
to a few specialists. In addition, intercultural understanding, once an
accessory, is now essential, as the world has become fundamentally
interactive and interdependent.

Further, an adequate curriculum addresses the fact that a college stu-
dent is not a disembodied intellect but a whole person that includes
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body and spirit, appetites and emotions. This suggests the value of an
experiential component in a general education program. First of all,
some academic areas are concerned with what is inherently experien-
tial. The arts are a conspicuous example. Second, students are more
readily and deeply engaged whenever the academic enterprise incites
experiential response.

General Education Components and Requirements

The General Education Program and requirements provide the means
by which a conscientious student can achieve these goals. The program
seeks to emphasize the distinctiveness of the College, to be stimulating
to students and faculty and to permeate all aspects of campus life. It
provides the opportunity to study the methods, potentials and limita-
tions of the principal modes of understanding or ways of knowing and
helps the student to make comparisons and connections among various
branches of knowledge. The skills, which are fostered in the program,
are purposely integrated with the subject matter of the courses to make
them immediately relevant. And, as the student progresses from the
General Education Foundation (GEF) courses to the Modes of Inquiry
and Writing- and Speaking-Intensive courses, he or she is challenged to
gradually develop increasingly sophisticated skills, to expand the bases
of knowledge, and to engage in experiential learning.

Before registering for the first semester of classes, each student will receive
a General Education Audit Sheet. The student manual can be found
on the General Education Web site at www.potsdam.edu/gened,
which more thoroughly details the components of the program and
their objectives, the requirements and other relevant information. The
General Education Manual contains the most current information
available on program requirements.

Every semester thereafter, a General Education updated listing of the
courses which can be used to fulfill the different program components
will be published as part of the Schedule of Classes. This list of courses
can change from one semester to the next as faculty members create
and revise courses. The requirement fulfilled by a course the semester
it is taken will always be valid and binding, regardless of whether the
course may be altered to fulfill a different, or perhaps new, requirement
in a future semester.

The following General Education requirements apply to all students
matriculating fall 2006 or later.

General Education Foundations (GEF)
(4 courses: 13-14 credits)

GEF contains four courses intended to strengthen verbal and quantita-
tive skills along with critical thinking and information literacy, which
students will need and build upon in succeeding years.

A. Communication Experience: (2 courses, each bearing 3 or 4 credits)
1. [FW] First-Year Writing (1 course, 4 credits). The FW course
teaches the composition of sound and effective written arguments
suitable for academic contexts. The course should encourage
studentwriters to think critically as they develop logical, complex
arguments, and to develop a repertoire of skills in invention,
drafting, revision, and editing,.
2. [FS] Speaking, Reasoning and Research (1 course, minimum 3
credits). Encourages speaking, critical thinking, information
resources and writing skills development. The subject matter

through which these skills are addressed will depend upon the

course, which is selected.
B. Quantitative Experience: (1 course, minimum 3 credits)

1. [EM] First-Year Mathematics (1 course, 3 credits). The FM course
introduces quantitative methods and strengthens reasoning skills
needed to respond with greater sophistication in a complex tech-
nological world. Students will show competence in the following
quantitative reasoning skills: arithmetic, algebra, geometry, data
analysis, and quantitative reasoning.

C. Critical Thinking Experience: (1 course, minimum 3 credits)

1. [FC] Critical Thinking (1 course minimum, 3 credits). The FC
course introduces the standards of good reasoning and strengthens
basic reasoning skill. Major course objectives shall include oral
and written practice to develop the following abilities:

a. identify the main question, problem, or claim in discourse,
and think through it in a critical, creative manner according
to the standards of good reasoning, that is, the rules of argu-
ment;

b. model the critical thinking process or patterns in the humani-
ties, natural sciences, or social sciences; and

c. self-consciously apply the standards of critical thinking.

The Modes of Inquiry

(9 courses: 27-28 credit hours)

This component of the General Education Program serves to provide
breadth of knowledge within the liberal arts and to strengthen and
expand those skills acquired in the First-Year Experience. It provides a
context for the application of specialized learning which occurs in the
major and minor programs. The Modes of Inquiry are defined by the
various methods, ways of knowing or perspectives, which are available
to perceive, understand and interpret a complex world. This approach
emphasizes what it means to be liberally educated. It acknowledges
the existence of different modes of understanding and encourages
recognition that each differs in the way it views or approaches its sub-
ject matter. As well, it reveals to the observant learner that disciplines,
which are very much different in terms of, content or subject matter
can share approaches to knowledge which are quite similar. Finally, the
Modes of Inquiry emphasis makes one aware of the usefulness, as well
as the limitations, of each of these principal modes of understanding
and perspectives.

The Modes of Inquiry requirement is to be completed after the first
year, so that the First-Year Experience learning can be applied, although
modes courses may also be taken in the freshman year. No more than
two courses from any one department or area may be used in the
28-credit-hour requirement.

1. [AC] and [AE] Aesthetic Understanding: Two courses, each for a
minimum of three credit hours, selected from two distinct depart-
ments. One course involves participation in the process of the creative
or performing arts. The other course is a critical and discriminative
approach to the arts. Note that, for example, if one Aesthetic Un-
derstanding course is taken from the Art Department, the second
course must be taken in another department, such as Dance, The-
atre, English or Music. Note also that an art studio course and an
art history course are from the same department, whereas a dance
course and a theater course are from two distinct departments.

2. [SB, SB LB] Scientific Inquiry: Two courses for a minimum total
of six credit hours. Studies natural phenomena in the physical and
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biological sciences empirically and systematically. One course must
be selected from each of these two general knowledge areas. At least
one of these two courses must include a laboratory experience.

3. [SA] Social Analysis: One course foraminimum of three credithours.
Systematically studies human behavior, human social interactions
and relations, and contemporary social institutions and the practices,
conventions, groupings and organizations, which most significantly
structure social life in the world today.

4. [PI] Philosophical Inquiry: One course with a minimum of three
credit hours. Engages in critical and systematic reflection on the
root nature of a subject matter in a way that explores the most basic
questionsaboutit. One or more areas addressed include the meaning
and significance of human experience (ontological questions), the
natureand meaning of knowledge (epistemological questions), moral
and ethical values of contemporary significance (moral questions)
and the nature and meaning of concepts fundamental to a given
subject matter (analytical questions).

5. [AH] American History: One course with a minimum of three credit
hours. Studiessignificant portions of the narrative of American History,
focusing on the political, economical, social and cultural, including
an examination of unity and diversity in American society.

6. World Civilizations: Two courses with a minimum of six credit hours,
one from each of the following areas:

[XC] Cross-Cultural Perspective: The comparative, holistic study
of a people or peoples or ways of life not derived primarily from
European civilization such as the societies, civilizations, or cultural
traditions originating in Africa, Oceania, or the Americas.

[WC] Western Civilization: The developmental study of significant
aspects of Western Civilization, defined as any civilization, constitu-
tive of or derived primarily from European Civilization.

Writing-Intensive Course [WI]

This course is intended to further strengthen and reinforce verbal skills
acquired in the Freshman Experience courses and involves instruction
in the nature of successful writing in the discipline in which the course
is being offered. One course designated Writing-Intensive is required,
and this course may be in the major or minor, a free elective or a
course, which simultaneously meets a Modes of Inquiry requirement.
Prerequisite: FW or equivalent.

Speaking-Intensive Course [SI]

This course is intended to further strengthen and reinforce verbal
skills acquired in the First-Year Experience courses and involves oral
presentations, which treat the subject matter of the course. One course
designated Speaking-Intensive is required, and this course may be in the
major or minor, a free elective or a course that simultaneously meets a
Modes of Inquiry requirement. Prerequisite: FS or equivalent.

Modern Language Proficiency [ML]

Given the importance of diverse languages in permitting communication
and understanding in an increasingly globalized and interactive world,
students must demonstrate proficiency in at least one modern language
other than English. This requirement may be met by successfully com-
pletinga course numbered “103” ina SUNY Potsdam language sequence
or its equivalent or by successfully completing any single 200-level
language course within the Modern Languages Department.

Students whose native language is not English, or who have at least
four years of high school study of the same language, or who have
earned a score of three or higher on an Advanced Placement language
examination have already completed this requirement.

Transfer students who have completed fewer than 45 credit hours of
college-level coursework prior to matriculating at SUNY Potsdam are
subject to the Modern Language Proficiency requirement. Transfer
students who have completed 45 or more credit hours of college-level
coursework prior to matriculatingat SUNY Potsdam must complete one
course in a given modern language sequence for every two semesters of
full-time enrollment until graduation or until the proficiency has been
met. For students whose attendance at SUNY Potsdam is on a part-
time basis, one semester of language must be completed for every 30
academic credit hours enrolled until graduation or until the proficiency
has been met. Placement and exemption procedures are the same as for
all entering students, except that previous college-level work, as well as
high school work, will be applied toward the requirement.

Physical Education [PE]

Physical Education is important to an individual’s well being. An
understanding of the roles of physical conditioning, stress manage-
ment, nutrition, physical fitness, leisure, and of the benefits of exercise,
directly influences the ability of the individual to lead a productive
life. All courses that fulfill the physical education requirement should
address the aforementioned concerns through activities designed to
develop not only physical skills, but also a positive attitude toward

her or his health.

Each student must complete four appropriately designated physical
education courses in addition to the specific total academic credit hours
required forthe B.A.,B.EA., B.S. or the B.M. degree. A course approved
for General Education Physical Education designation and also for a
Mode of Inquiry may simultaneously serve toward the completion of
both the academic requirementand one course of the physical education
requirement. Transfer students who have not completed this requirement
must take one physical education course for every 30 hours enrolled at
SUNY Potsdam, not to exceed a maximum of four courses.

Participation on an intercollegiate athletic team, on the basis of one
course credit given for one season of participation, may be used to fulfill
a maximum of two of the four required physical education courses.

A maximum of one-half of the student’s requirement may be fulfilled
by satisfactory completion of the same activity twice except for outdoor
education activities that may not be repeated.

Note: In Physical Education, sports or skills such as varsity lacrosse, fitness
training, and archery, are different activities. In Dance, different forms
of dance such as ballet, modern and jazz, are different activities.

Modified General Education Requirements for
3-2 Engineering Program Students

Students completing the Engineering Double Degree Program (3-2
Program) with SUNY Potsdam and Clarkson University are required
to fulfill all of the B.A. Degree General Education requirements except
the following which have been waived:
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To be determined under advisement, one of the following Modes of
Inquiry:

1. Aesthetic Expression — Critical and Discriminative [AC]

2. Aesthetic Express — Experiential [AE]

3. Scientific Inquiry — Biological Sciences [SB]

Transfer Credits

The Use of Credits Earned at Institutions Other than
Potsdam to Fulfill General Education Requirements

Credits earned at regionally accredited colleges other than SUNY
Potsdam, through Advanced Placement Examination, CLEP Subject
Examinations, military education or other acceptable sources are
considered transfer credits. Based on the content of the course or
examination, transfer credits may be used to fulfill General Education
and other degree requirements at SUNY Potsdam.

Upon receipt of official transcripts or examination score reports, the
Director of Academic Transfer Services will evaluate transfer coursework
and notify the student in writing of how courses apply toward bac-
calaureate degree requirements. If a student feels that a course satisfies
a particular General Education requirement and has not been so des-
ignated, he/she should provide a course syllabus to Academic Transfer
Services for further examination of course content.

Students planning to enroll in a course at one of New York’s two-year
colleges, subsequent to their matriculation at SUNY Potsdam, should
visit the transfer Web site: www.potsdam.edu/admissions/transfer/
courses. Potsdam equivalent courses and General Education attributes
for two-year college courses are available for students to determine
transferability of courses.

Students planning to enroll in a course at an institution not on the Web
site, should pre-approve their choices with the Director of Academic
Transfer Services, in the Admissions Office, Raymond 120.

1. Acceptance of Credit: the Director of Academic Transfer Services
determines and approves transfer credits and the specific General
Education requirements to which they may be applied. Credits
will be accepted only for work completed with a final grade of “D”
or better at a regionally accredited institution of higher education,
i.e., college, junior college, technical institute, seminary, Armed
Forces Institute, Service-members Opportunity College (SOC),
or foreign institution. Guidelines issued by AACRAO will be used
where necessary and applicable to aid in the evaluation.

A written evaluation of the transfer credits which fulfill General
Education requirements will be prepared by the Director of Academic
Transfer Services. This evaluation constitutes an agreement between
the student and SUNY Potsdam; no changes may be made to the
detriment of the student because of subsequent changes in SUNY
Potsdam policy requirements.

Because of the difficulty in evaluating the equivalence of grading
systems among institutions, grades earned elsewhere in courses ac-
cepted for transfer credit will notbe used in computing the academic
average. They are also not included in determining eligibility for the
President’s List, Deans’ List or honors designations.

Transferring credits from colleges on the quarter plan necessitates
numerical conversion to the semester hour plan used by SUNY
Potsdam.

2. Advanced Placement Examination Credit: high school students
earning a score of three or higher on any College Board Advanced
Placement (AP) Examination will gain academic credit applicable
to the SUNY Potsdam baccalaureate degree.

Students may earn between three and eight credit hours of College
creditforasingle AP examination. AP credits may be applied toward
satisfaction of specific General Education requirements. They may
also be used as equivalent courses or for placement within depart-
mental major and minor programs. Please consult the chart on page
78 for specific General Education and major designations. Students
may not repeat for additional credit any college course for which
they have already received Advanced Placement credit.

In order to gain Advanced Placement credit, students should request
an official score report to be sent to the Director of Academic Transfer
Services at Potsdam. Students will then receive a written evaluation
of how the AP credit has been applied toward degree requirements.

General Education Requirements for Transfer Students

Transfer students are governed by the General Education requirements
ineffectat SUNY Potsdam at the time of the student’s first matriculation
in a regionally accredited post-secondary institution within the last six
years. Students who do not complete degree requirements within six
calendar years from that matriculation must pursue requirements in
effect at the time of their continued (or resumed) pursuit of a SUNY
Potsdam degree. Students may elect to follow later graduation require-
ments in effect subsequent to matriculation, but must then finish those
requirements completely.

Please note: all students tmmferring as of ﬁz[[ 2002 must complete the
SUNY General Education requirements.

Students entering SUNY Potsdam having earned an Associate in Arts
(A.A.), Associate in Science (A.S.) or Associate in Applied Science
(A.A.S.) degree from a regionally accredited two-year college will be
admitted with full junior standing.

Students who have completed at least seven, but fewer than ten, of the
General Education Learning Outcomes (as defined by SUNY system) will
have fulfilled SUNY Potsdam’s Freshman Experience requirements. The
Modes of Inquiry, Modern Language, Speaking and Writing Intensive
and Physical Education requirements will be evaluated by the Director
of Academic Transfer Services on a course-by-course basis.

Students who have completed nine of ten (excluding foreign language)
General Education Learning Outcomes (as defined by SUNY system)
will have fulfilled Potsdam’s Freshman Experienceand Modes of Inquiry
requirements. The Modern Language, Speaking and Writing Intensive
and Physical Education requirements will be evaluated by the Director
of Academic Transfer Services on a course-by-course basis.

Transfer students entering SUNY Potsdam without having earned an
associate degree will have their transfer work evaluated for satisfaction
of General Education requirements on a course-by-course basis.

Transfer students will not be required to repeat courses with essentially
the same content, objectives and outcomes as courses contained within
the General Education requirements.

Newly accepted transfer students will receive from the Director of Aca-
demic Transfer Services, an evaluation of their transcripts as soon as their
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Advanced Placement (AP) Transfer Equivalents

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

United States

Social Analysis [SA]

Score of 3 = 3 hrs.,
Political Science lower
division elective.

Score of 4 or 5 = 4 hrs.,
POLS 110

Advanced General Education
Placement Requirement Departmental Equivalence
Program Fulfilled (Score of 3 or higher needed)
ART
Studio Art: Aesthetic 4 hrs., ARTS 120
2-D Design Experiential [AE]
Studio Art: Aesthetic 4 hrs.
3-D Design Experiential [AE]
Studio Art: Aesthetic 4 hrs., ARTS 110
Drawing Experiential [AE]
History of Art Western Civilization 6 hrs., ARTH 101 and 102
[WC]

BIOLOGY

Scientific Inquiry- Score of 3 or 4 = 4 hrs.,

Biological Sciences BIOL 151 or 152

with Laboratory (See Chair)

[SB] [LB] Score of 5 = 8 hrs.,

BIOL 151 and 152

CHEMISTRY

Scientific Inquiry-
Physical Sciences
with Laboratory
[SP] [LB]

Score of 3 or 4 = 4 hrs.,
CHEM 105

Score of 5 = 8 hrs.,
CHEM 105 and 106

Comparative Cross-Cultural 3 hrs., POLS 130
Perspective [XC]
HISTORY
United States American History 6 hrs., HIST 201 and 202
[AH]
European Western Civilization 6 hrs., HIST 101 and 102
[WC]
World Cross-cultural 3 hrs., HIST 100
Perspective [XC]
MATHEMATICS
Calculus AB Freshman Mathematics |Score of 3 = 4 hrs.,
[FM] MATH 110
Score of 4 or 5 = 4 hrs.,
MATH 151
Calculus BC Freshman Mathematics |Score of 3 = 4 hrs.,
(FM] MATH 151

Score of 4 or 5 = 8 hrs.,
MATH 151 and 152

MODERN LANG

UAGE

COMPUTER SCIENCE

French Language

Modern

French Literature

Language

Score of 3 = 3 hrs., and
placement at 200 level.

Computer Freshman Mathematics Spanish Language | Proficiency [ML] Score of 4 or 5 = 6 hrs.,
Science A [FM] 3 hrs., CIS 201 Spanish Literature and placement at 200
or 300 level (See Chair)
Science AB Freshman Mathematics |6 hrs., CIS 201 and 203 German Language| Modern Score of 3 = 3 hrs.,
[FM] Italian Language | Language Score of 4 or 5 = 6 hrs.
ECONOMICS Lat%n Li.ter.ature Proficiency [ML]
Latin-Virgil
Macroeconomics |Social Analysis [SA] 3 hrs., ECON 110 MUSIC
Music Theory Aesthetic 3 hrs., MULT 101
Microeconomics | Social Analysis [SA] 3 hrs., ECON 105 Experiential [AE]
PHYSICS
Physics B Scientific Inquiry: Score of 3 or 4 = 4 hrs.,
ENGLISH Physical Sciences PHYS 101
Language and Writing and 7 hrs., COMP 101 and with Laboratory Score of 5 = 8 hrs.,
Composition Critical Thinking LITR 100 [SP] [LB] PHYS 101 and 202
[FW] and Aesthetic Physics C Scientific Inquiry: Score of 3 or 4 = 4 hrs.,
Critical [AC] Physical Sciences PHYS 103 (See Chair)
Literature and Writing and 7 hrs., COMP 101 and with Laboratory Score of 5 = 8 hrs,,
Composition Critical Thinking LITR 100 [SP] [LB] PHYS 103 and either
[FW] and Aesthetic 204 or 305 (See Chair)
Critical [AC] PSYCHOLOGY
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE Psychology Social Analysis [SA] 3 hrs., PSYC 100
Environmental Scientific Inquiry- Score of 3, 4 or 5 = 3 hrs. STATISTICS
Science Physical Sciences [SP] Statistics Freshman Mathmatics |3 hrs., MATH 125 or
GEOGRAPHY [FM] STAT 100
Human Cross-Cultural
Geography Perspective [XC] 3 hrs., GEOG 350 Please note: The General Education Program is currently under review

and revision. Contact your faculty adviser for the most current General
Education requirements.
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records at the College are complete, including an official transcript. The
evaluation will indicate which General Education requirements have been
satisfied and which remain to be completed by the student. It will also
serve as a contract between the student and the College. Any questions
concerning the evaluation can be directed to the Director of Academic
Transfer Services, in the Admissions Office, Raymond 120.

Participation in Student Learning Assessment
Activities

A meaningful and effective General Education Program is one which
provides the conscientious student opportunities to acquire knowledge,
skills and experiences toward well-defined objectives. These learning
objectives are broadly defined in “The Potsdam Graduate” statement
and are specifically addressed by the courses, which can be used to
fulfill the various components of the General Education curriculum.
Each component has an underlying rationale which guides the course
content and the required exercises, together with criteria and objectives
againstwhich studentlearning can be assessed. Further, the components
have been designed to encourage development of increasingly more
sophisticated skills from the freshman through the senior years.

Measuring the learning outcomes of students at various stages in the
program is an important activity from a number of perspectives. It
provides students and academic advisers information concerning in-
dividual strengths and weaknesses, which can be used as a partial basis
on which to plan appropriate courses in future semesters. Second, it
provides an index of growth over the entire college experience. It is also
of worth to faculty and administrators in evaluating the effectiveness
of the General Education curriculum and revising it as deemed neces-
sary to better serve the needs of current and future students. Finally,
prospective employers and others expect institutions of higher learning
to provide information, which documents the learning, which occurs
in a baccalaureate degree program. From a number of perspectives,
measuring learning progress is a valuable activity.

To provide learning outcomes information, students will be required to
participate in occasional General Education tests, exercises and surveys
aimed at assessing student progress and studying perceptions, atticudes
and opinions regarding the program. Students may also be asked to
participate in similar assessment activities in their major.

Majors and Minors

The major requirement is designed to ensure that all students will have
the experience of disciplined and cumulative study, carried on over an
extended period of time, in an important field of intellectual inquiry.
After completing 57 credit hours, or approximately at the end of the
sophomore year of study, all students must choose the subject or major
area in which they wish to concentrate.

At a minimum, the major consists of 30 credit hours of study in one
field. Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Fine Arts degree majors
require more total hours. At least 15 upper-division credit hours of
the major must be taken at SUNY Potsdam.

To be eligible to graduate with a bachelor’s degree, a student must
complete 30 credit hours of the major with atleasta 2.0 in each course.
Departments may seta higher minimum grade pointaverage or number
of credit hours with the approval of the Faculty Senate.

Declaration/Change of Major

Students may declare more than one major. If the two (or more) majors
are associated with different degrees, the student will be awarded the
degree of the program listed in the College’s records as the first major.
For information on earning two bachelor’s degrees, see page 17.

The Crane School of Music students select a major at the time of
admission and are assigned an adviser prior to the beginning of their
first semester of enrollment. Music students wishing to change majors,
either within music or to a major in another area of the College, should
refer to The Crane School of Music publication, Academic Information
Supplement for the correct procedure.

Students in the School of Arts and Sciences may declare a major by
makingan appointment with the chair of the department in which they
wish to major. The chair assigns an adviser in the major and completes
the declaration of major form. To change a majorastudent should make
an appointment with the chair of the new department. Majors must be
declared after completion of 60 hours but can be declared earlier.

Students who wish to declare a major in teacher education should
review the School of Education and Professional Studies application
procedures on page 169.

Selection of Minor

Students who wish to declare a minor should meet with the chair of
the department which sponsors the minor and make a declaration in
the same manner as for a major.

Denial of Continuation in Major or Program/Right
to Appeal Denial

With the approval of the appropriate committee of the School and its
dean, and the Provost, departments of The Crane School of Music, the
School of Arts and Sciences and the School of Education and Profes-
sional Studies may establish academic standards for their majors and
may deny continuance in the major to students who do not meet the
standards.

Students have the right to appeal such denial according to established
procedures in the department or School concerned.

Electives

Most students have the opportunity to elect more than 50 credit hours
of coursework outside the major area of study. The electives may be
used to strengthen the major; to earn a second major or a minor; to
participate in Special Academic Opportunities to meet requirements for
entry to various professions, including teacher education or Vocational
Intent Programs; or simply to study subjects of individual interest and
concern.

Students are reminded, however, that certain other graduation require-
ments (e.g., for the B.A. degree, 90 credit hours of liberal arts, 70 hours
outside of the department and 45 hours of upper-division work) must
continue to be carefully observed in choosing electives.
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INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Learning Communities

Contact Person:

Oscar Sarmiento, Department of Modern Languages
228 Morey, (315) 267-2034 (sarmieod @potsdam.edu)

Learning Communities are cohorts of 10 to 50 students enrolled together
in an interdisciplinary set of two to five courses. Instructors often col-
laborate to integrate their courses around a theme or problem. Examples
of recent Learning Communities are Ancient Greece and Rome, Pre-law
and The Adirondacks. Nationwide research indicates that Learning
Communities intensify cooperation among students and faculty, form-
ing a community of scholars. Students and faculty are motivated by
the interaction and see more clearly the ways in which each discipline
contributes to an overall understanding of the issue under study.

Each fall first-time students entering the College, enroll in one of two
dozen First-Year Interest Groups (FIGs), such as Archaeology, Human
Behavior, Early Childhood Education, or Literature and theatre. Some
FIGs include the First-Year Success Seminar (FYSS), a course designed
to accelerate a students’ adaptation to college life and study. After the
fall semester, Learning Communities are available as an option every
semester. Some, such as Art Studio and Business of Music, serve specific
majors, while others, such as Wilderness Studies, enroll students of
many majors by satisfying General Education requirements.

Adirondack Environmental Studies
Semester for First-year Students

Contact Person:

John Omohundro, Department of Anthropology
129 MacVicar, (315) 267-2050 (omohunjt@potsdam.edn)

The “Adirondacks” offers a complete semester of five courses taught
by a team of professors from various disciplines that share a common
environmental studies emphasis and use the Adirondack Park region as
case study material. The program investigates the artisticand philosophi-
cal questions, the scientific problems, and the social controversies, which
the Adirondack Park creates for its residents and visitors.

The “Adirondacks” enrolls 20 first-year (freshman) students who work
closely all semester with professors and advisers, advanced students,
and each other in frequent team projects, labs, field trips and studios.
It constitutes a complete semester schedule of approximately 17 credit
hours. Because the program stresses coherence and teamwork, it serves
students who love the arts but are less confident about studying the
sciences, as well as students who love science but are less confident
about studying the arts. It is appropriate for undeclared students as well
as those interested in SUNY Potsdam’s Environmental Studies major,
Environmental Science minor and Environmental Studies minor.

Courses in the package change slightly from year to year, but always
include the sciences, social sciences, arts and humanities. The package
generally features courses in composition, outdoor recreation, anthro-
pology, environmental ecology and geology. Being a complete semester
schedule, the program satisfies more than a third of the General Educa-
tion requirements in an unusually coherent fashion.

Environmental Studies Major

Contact Person:

John Omohundro, Department of Anthropology
129 MacVicar, (315) 267-2050 (omohunjt@potsdam.edu)

The major includes course offerings from twelve departments and pro-
grams. The curriculum emphasizes the social sciences and the humanities
to prepare students to shape viable environmental policy and practice,
as citizens as well as environmental educators, interpreters, planners,
analysts, advocates, managers, writers, and other careers. The major also
prepares for graduate school in related environmental fields.

The curriculum’s distinctive feature is that it employs the nearby
Adirondack Park as case study and field site, grounding theory in the
experience of a protected area of international importance. First-year
students are advised to begin with the Adirondacks Environmental
Studies Semester. In partnership with the NYS Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation, the Capstone centers on a service-learning
field residency in the Forest Preserve, usually serving as a summit guide
doing public interpretation and stewardship at a restored Adirondack
fire tower during the summer after the junior year. In a three-credit
fall seminar, seniors develop and present a project, usually interpretive,
based upon their field work.

Each student is required also to complete a minor in one of the dis-
ciplines that offer courses for the Environmental Studies major, with
no more than two courses counting toward the major. All disciplines
participate except Computer Science, Modern Language, Theater/
Drama, Education, and Music.

Humanities and Social Sciences

15 credit hours required.

Required Courses: Credits
ENVR 110 Introduction to Environmental Studies 3
ENVR 310 Adirondack Environmental Studies 3
Required Courses:

two of the following

ANTH 325  Environmental Anthropology 3
LITR 351 Nature and Literature 3
PHIL 330 Environmental Ethics 3
POLS 355 Politics and the Environment 4
Electives:

one of the following

ANTH 270  Museum Studies 3
ARTH 103 Landscape Art 3
ECON 395 Environmental Economics 3
HIST 453 Nature and American History 3
HLTH 300  Ciritical Issues in Human Ecology 3
PHYS 325 Energy and the Environment 3
POLS 395 Water Policy 4
ENVR 395  Global Climate Change 3
SOCI 340 Environment and Society 3
ENVR 395 Environmental Issues 3
COMM 390 Environmental Communications 3

And other courses to be listed.



