Environmental Studies Majors

Guidelines for Alternative Service-Learning 
Capstone Applications
1. “Alternative service-learning capstone experiences” refers to completion of ENVR 390-391-490 by work other than employment by NYDEC as an Adirondack fire tower interpreter.

2. Proposals must address why the alternative better suits the student’s academic program than the fire tower experience.

3. The written products of the alternative capstone, if not conducted in the Park, will include a comparison and contrast of the locale with the Adirondacks.

4. Applicants should consult the two model syllabi posted on the program’s website (www.potsdam.edu/envstudies) in preparation of proposals.

5. The proposal describes plans for a linked ENVR 390 and ENVR 391. 

for ENVR 391 (usually during the summer)

a.  Draft a syllabus for alternative ENVR 391 that specifies the learning objectives of your service toward the agency’s or organization’s public purposes.

b.  Describe how knowledge gained in the major is applied to your service pursuits.

c.  Explain how you will provide systematic and ongoing reflection on your service and learning, such as a regular journal and/or periodic reports

d.
During this course, the student will draft an independent project and carry out the fieldwork, to be completed in ENVR 490 in the fall. The student will probably not be able to specify this project at the time of application.

for ENVR 390 (the prior spring semester)

a. Either adapt the syllabus of an existing course or draft a syllabus for a directed study course, stating the learning objectives that are appropriate preparation for pursuing the service goals of your proposed ENVR 391.

b. Propose readings, writing, and perhaps field projects, explaining how these serve the learning objectives and service preparation of your proposed ENVR 391

c. Identify ways that during this preparation course you will increase familiarity with the setting, the task, and the personnel at the service placement site.

6. Applicants are responsible for their own transportation and housing during ENVR 391.

7. Courses in the skills component of the major curriculum may be substituted to better serve this alternative experience.

