Suggestions to Referees
of

Adirondack Environmental Studies Capstone Applicants

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________ meets the basic academic requirements, and is eligible to apply for the Adirondack Capstone of the Environmental Studies major. Your thoughtful recommendation will help the ES faculty to judge this student’s capacity successfully to complete an unusually demanding, service-learning project centered on serving as a summer interpreter at an Adirondack fire tower.

The most helpful recommendations will be guided by the following categorical descriptions as you address specific skills and qualities.

I. Capacities for Public Interpretation

Effective interpreters will understand the importance and the management challenges of a partnership between a NYS agency (the DEC) and local communities to enable public recreational use--while at the same time enabling the ecological integrity—of a protected landscape. Interpreters must thus be independently motivated to explain to diverse, non-captive audiences how the special character of the Adirondack Park makes their active participation essential for a sustainable future. Among other things, these pursuits entail

· demonstrated public speaking and interpersonal skills;

· demonstrated writing and critical thinking skills; and

· sound basic knowledge of the environmental history, ecology, and geology of the Adirondack Park.

II. Capacities for Stewardship 

Interpreters must not only relish interaction with large numbers of the public, but have the self-reliance to endure periods of solitude and inclement weather—as well as the sense of purpose to use these periods productively. Supporting these capacities are
· the physical capability to carry loads up and down steep foot trails in all weather conditions, and actively to provide leadership for and participate in the labors of trail and tower maintenance.

· outdoor experience (e.g., backpacking), skills (e.g., climbing, orienteering), and certifications (e.g., First Aid/CPR, WFR, LNT) that bespeak capacities for self-sufficiency and leadership in emergencies.

Please address letters in hardcopy or email by Oct. 15 to 


Prof. John Omohundro, Coordinator 
Environmental Studies, 124 MacVicar Hall.
SUNY Potsdam , Potsdam NY 13676

omohunjt@potsdam.edu
