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Student Compositions World Premiere 
Program Notes 

B L U E  C H E R R Y  B L O S S O M  
Skye Hamilton Carranza 
 

In August of 2015, I moved into what would become my new home, SUNY 
Potsdam. I'd share a room with another freshman, a stranger, who would later 
become my friend. I didn't know what to expect but hoped my roommate and I 
would get along. I was doing music, he was a business major.  

His older sister, an aunt and uncle, moved him in and set up his side of the room. 
After introductions were made all around, they departed. My family also set up 
my side of the room and stayed a while. When my roommate and I were alone 
with my mom, she turned to him and said, "Young man, you'll be sharing a 
room with my son, so please, let's get acquainted. Your mom did not come with 
you. Is she ok?" 

He told mom that his mother was very ill and that was why she was not present. 
My mom told him, "We'll be keeping your mother and your family in our 
prayers and, should there be anything we can do for you, please let us know." 
She promised to stay in touch and she did, asking to speak with him each time 
she called me. She would encourage him to do his best and to succeed. 

When the college's family weekend rolled around, we made sure to include him 
in the family dinner. He felt at ease with my mom and would speak freely with 
her. He became her adopted son, and still is to this day. 

His mom, Caroline, died the Sunday of Columbus weekend (October of 2015) 
with him at her bedside. I saw my friend struggle with the loss of his beloved 
mother, and it was heartbreaking to see him in such a dark place. With the 
passing of time, the pain lessened, and he was able to move on with the support 
of his family and his friends. It was during this time that I was moved to 
compose this piece. 

Blue Cherry Blossom is dedicated to my dear friend, Jacob Grant. This is to 
assure him, and others who have lost loved ones, to be encouraged, for there is 
light at the end of this tunnel. 

D R A G O N  R I D E  
Jacob Ali 

It seems that since the beginning of human existence, we have been fascinated 
with flight – so much so that several mythologies from around the globe include 
flying creatures in their pantheons.  No creature is more regal or fascinating than 
the Dragon.  At the advent of the 20th century, the Wright Brothers turned our 
dream of flying into a reality.  However, this piece draws on my impressions of 
the Norse peoples of Northern Europe for inspiration.  Dragon Ride is a 
programmatic journey through the sky on the back of a dragon. 


