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Welcome back! 

Another academic year is upon us and the campus is already bustling with activity. I would like 
to thank the staff and faculty who helped make move-in weekend go smoothly by ensuring 
residence halls were ready and planning or participating in the many, many welcome weekend 
activities. The students and families I visited with were appreciative of the warm welcome that 
they received from our campus. There is nothing like seeing the smiles on our students’ faces as 
they reconnect with their classmates, see familiar faculty and staff and make new connections! 

As our students, faculty, and staff transition back to campus, I hope that you will join me at our 
first Community Check-In of the fall semester on September 7, 2017. 

Opening Meeting 

For anyone who missed the opening meeting, I invite you to read my remarks online. As I shared 
in my opening address, the strategic planning champions will be holding a day long retreat in 
October, with the goal of having the strategic plan ready to be shared at the Faculty Senate 
meeting in November. 

Additionally, over the coming weeks I will be sharing information regarding our budget when 
we have a clear picture based on our enrollment numbers. In the meantime, let me extend my 
thanks to all who participated in our new budget process, with special gratitude to Barbara 
Montour, Amanda Prescott, and interim chief financial officer John Homburger for leading that 
process. 

Middle States Periodic Review Report and Verification of Compliance with Accreditation-
Relevant Federal Regulations 

In late May, the campus submitted our periodic review report and compliance report to the 
Middle States Commission on Higher Education. The periodic review report presented our 
progress since our Middle States visit in 2012 and our Monitoring Report in 2014. The 
compliance report outlined the ways in which SUNY Potsdam’s processes comply with federal 
regulations such as transfer of credit policies and articulation agreements, assignment of credit 
hours, etc. 

Although we are waiting for the official notification from Middle States in October, the feedback 
that we have received has been positive. The full reports and responses from Middle States can 
be found online. 

I would like to thank Jill Pearon, Walt Conley, and Judy Singh for their exceptional leadership 
throughout this process, and the following members of the campus community who worked 
extremely hard to accomplish this task: 

• Laura Brown 



• Stephanie Claxton 
• Nicole Conant 
• Caroline Downing 
• Terry Francis 
• Susan Godreau 
• Gena Nelson 
• Amanda Prescott 
• Kirk Severtson 

SUNY Diversity Conference 

The 2017 SUNY Diversity Conference “Engaging Diversity, Equity and Inclusivity in the 
Classroom, Campus and Community” will be held November 29 – December 1, 2107 in Albany, 
NY. A call for proposals can be found online and the deadline is September 29, 2017. 

President’s Office Survey Feedback 

I have started to review the data we received from the survey regarding ways the President’s 
Office interacts with the faculty and staff as mentioned earlier this month. As the semester 
unfolds, I will be sharing updates we have made to respond to the feedback. As one outcome of 
the survey responses, I will be making sporadic campus walking tours to visit offices and 
departments to say hello and learn more about the great work you are doing. Also, I have posted 
my open office hours online for the campus community. We are also assessing the feasibility of a 
suggestion we received to create a centralized office supply stockroom. 

There is still time to provide your input. I encourage you to take a moment to fill out an 
anonymous survey to help me see how we can make changes to better support and acknowledge 
the work that you do. 

Crane Faculty Gala 

The Crane School of Music will officially open the 2017-2018 academic year with their annual 
Faculty Gala on Tuesday, September 5, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. More details on this event can be 
found online. 

First Saturday 

SUNY Potsdam and Clarkson University are once again hosting the “First Saturday” festival in 
downtown Potsdam to welcome back students and bring together the Potsdam community. The 
event will take place on September 2, 2017 from noon to 5:00 p.m. There will be shopping 
specials and deals, food, music, live entertainment, and more. 

Shelter in Place Drill 

As we have seen from incidents that have taken place at campuses across the country, emergency 
planning is critical for all institutions of higher education, and we are no exception. The 



Emergency Response and Resource Group is in the process of planning a campus wide shelter in 
place drill, to take place on Thursday, September 21 at 9:45 a.m. We are also in the midst of 
preparing table top exercises for other situations that our campus may experience. If you haven’t 
already done so, I encourage you to sign up for Potsdam Rave Alert, our campus emergency 
messaging system. To learn how to login and update your contact information, visit 
http://www.potsdam.edu/studentlife/safety/ravealert. 

I wish you the best as you begin another academic year and look forward to seeing you over the 
coming months! 

	


