
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music in Special Education 
The Crane School of Music, with its strong 
commitment to educating music teachers, is 
an ideal setting to develop the skills 
necessary to successfully work with students 
who have diverse learning needs. The 
Concentration in Music in Special Education 
provides the best opportunity for students 
to develop these skills through specialized 
coursework and hands-on experiences. 

Music education students enrolled in this 
concentration will: 

• Learn strategies for teaching students 
with diverse learning needs and 
disabilities in the inclusive classroom. 

• Explore creative ideas for adapting 
instruments for students with physical 
disabilities. 

• Gain the knowledge needed to teach 
in a self-contained special education 
classroom. 

• Teach general music lessons to students 
with disabilities in a self-contained 
classroom as part of the practicum 
experience.   

• Explore music technology that is 
designed to make musical experiences 
more accessible for students with 
diverse learning needs. 

 
 

Concentration Courses 
The concentration contains coursework in 
the following areas. 

Required Coursework: 
MU SI C I N  SP E CI A L  EDU CA T I ON: 
• The individualized education program 

(IEP) process. 

• Special education law and terminology. 

• The disability categories and 
characteristics. 

• Music materials and techniques for 
teaching students with disabilities in 
inclusive classrooms. 

 
ST R A T E GI E S  F OR  TE A CHI N G  MU SI C I N  T HE   
SE L F-CONT A I NE D CL A SSR OOM: 
• Determining music goals and objectives 

for a class of students with diverse 
learning needs. 

• Choosing appropriate activities based on 
these goals. 

• Using music to reinforce academic and 
social skills for students with disabilities 

• Working with students with severe 
disabilities. 

PR A CT I CU M  I N  SPE CI A L  EDU CA T I ON   
MU SI C:  
• Weekly music planning and teaching 

experience in self-contained classrooms. 
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Elective Coursework:  
COU R SE S  T O CHOOSE  F R OM  I N CL U DE :  
• Introduction to Psychology and a variety 

of other advanced psychology courses. 

• Introduction to Sociology and a variety of 
other advanced sociology courses. 

• Psychology of Music 

• Introduction to Music Therapy 

Alumni 
Our successful graduates are: 

• Full-time music teachers working in 
inclusive classrooms. 

• BOCES teachers who work primarily as 
the music teacher for students with 
disabilities. 

• Music Therapists. 

• Special Education teachers that 
incorporate music into their student’s 
everyday learning experiences. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities for study out-
side of the concentration 
Music Education students who may be 
enrolled in other concentrations but who 
would still like to have some experience 
working with children with disabilities also 
have the option of participating in Practicum 
in Special Music Education for one or two 
semesters as their schedule allows. The only 
prerequisite for this opportunity is 
completion of Music in Special Education, a 
required course for the Music Education 
major. 

For more information please contact: 
Tracy Wanamaker, MSEd, MT-BC 

Music in Special Education Coordinator 
wanamats@potsdam.edu 

(315) 267-2433 

 

Apply to Crane 
You will find complete information about 
Crane, SUNY Potsdam, and the audition 
process on our website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Visit Our Website!  
www.potsdam.edu/crane 

 
 
 

 
facebook.com/TheCraneSchool 

 
 
 

youtube.com/user/TheCraneSchool 
 
 
 
 

twitter.com/@TheCraneSchool 
 
 
 
 
 

Instagram.com/TheCraneSchool 
 
 
 
 
 
 

44 Pierrepont Avenue 
Potsdam, NY 13676 

(315) 267-2812 or 1-877-POTSDAM  
Email: crane@potsdam.edu 

SUNY Potsdam Office of Admissions Email:  
admissions@potsdam.edu 
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