
 
 
 

Things are quiet here in Potsdam.  Our staff is 
enjoying a change of pace and reflecting on this 
past year, while putting plans in place to help the 
program continue to evolve and grow.  Much 
appreciation to all those of you who put your best 
foot forward this past year.   We are proud to 
support you and hope to continue to do so this fall. 
 

                   -Shaili 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chi Alpha Epsilon Induction 

The EOP Staff would like to congratulate the 

following students who were inducted into the Chi 

Alpha Epsilon Honor Society (3.0 or better 

cumulative GPA for 2 consecutive semesters) from 

left to right: Dawn Perry, Gretta Doud, Violet 

Hurlburt, Alexa Goolden, and Taina Johnson Perez. 

 

This issue 
 

                Chi Alpha Epsilon/All EOP Mtg. 

               Distinguished EOP Advocate Award   P.1 

Spotlight on EOP Alumni P.2 

Did You Know? /Talent Corner P.3 

          SSC Student Award/Ask Annie One P.4 

“All EOP” Meeting 
We request all EOP students’ attendance at our fall “All-EOP” Meeting, to be held 
on Sunday, August 30th at 1:00 pm in the Barrington Student Union’s Fireside 
Lounge.  This will be the first time that EOP Book Cards will be made available to 
returning upper-class EOP students.  The bookstore will be open on Sunday for 
your textbook and school supply purchases.  Please have your schedule with you 
as you will be making your first EOP appointment prior to receiving your card.  We 
will also have you complete a new contact information card.                             

         - EOP Staff 
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The Educational Opportunity Program has been 
hosted by SUNY Potsdam since 1970 and has 
assisted thousands of students with their educational 
goals.  While the EOP programs throughout NYS 
share a common philosophical base, each is operated 
in a somewhat different manner.  These differences 
reflect the personalities of both the host colleges and 
of the people who administer the programs.  At 
Potsdam all of our student services are designed with 

one thing in common – helping you to succeed.   

Danielle Currier 

Antoine Parkinson 

Katelynn  &  Samantha 
Hubert         Sharrow          

 

2009 EOP 
Awards Ceremony 

2008/2009 Distinguished EOP Advocate Award 

 
          Congratulations   
            Faye Lamar! 
 
 
 
 

                                                            Shaili and Faye 

Faye was presented with 
our first Distinguished 
EOP Advocate Award at 
our 28

th
 Annual EOP 

Awards Ceremony on 
3/18/09. 

 

http://www.potsdam.edu/support/eop/index.cfm
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Can you share your best memory at Potsdam, please Kade?  
My best memory of Potsdam was receiving my diploma at commencement. I felt a sense of 
satisfaction as all the hard work, dedication and effort I put towards my academics finally paid off. 
  

 
 
What do you do in a typical day?  
I know recently there was a little excitement in the Center for Diversity. On a typical day, I get to the 
office and check my phone and email messages first. Then I check my calendar to see what 
meetings I may have for the day and what events are approaching. As the day progresses I usually 
meet with several students who stop by my office. We typically discuss academic progress and/or 
other issues they may want to talk about. I also constantly brainstorm and plan events to keep 
students actively involved on campus.  
 
How do you draw a professional line between you and students?  
One of the ways I draw a professional line between students and myself is by my apparel. It is 
important to establish a line between the students and myself. For many of them, they knew me as a 
student. However, time has changed and I hold a position where I need to be seen as a staff 
member of SUNY Potsdam, not a student. In addition, I do not allow profane language in my office. I 
want the students to be able to address themselves freely but in a respectful manner. 
 
Where would you like to be professionally in five years? 
Five years from now I would like to have been a New York State Trooper for a couple of years, 
hopefully moving on to the FBI, DEA or any other federal agency.  
 
Any advice for our up and coming EOP students?  
The EOP office is like your family away from your family. They will take care of you as long as you 
give them the opportunity. Everything this office does is for you. Attend your bi-weekly advisor 
meetings as well as the workshops and programs the office coordinates. It makes a huge difference!  
 
Thank you so much for your words of wisdom, Kade! 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Spotlight on EOP Alumni   
“Where are they now?” 

An Interview with Olukayode (Kade) Olasokan, Class of 2007 
By Nancy Brown 

 

 

Spring „09 
President‟s 

List 
 

Stephanie  
      Henriques 
Juan  
      Hernandez 
Christopher 
      Jenne 
Jason Matice 
Dawn Perry 
Katie Romeo 
Maridee  
      Rutledge 
 

Spring „09 
Dean‟s 

List 
 

Andrea Ashley 
Ashley Baylor 
Toni Epprecht 
Wilfred Facey 
April Failing 
Alexa Goolden 
Nicole Horton 
Violet Hurlburt 
Schadracia 
      Lalanne 
Andrew Petrilli 
Patricia Pierre 
Sharita Yates 
 

Upcoming 
EOP Events 

(You need to attend at 
least one of the follow-
ing  this semester) 
 

September 
Barbecue 

 

October 
Stress Management 

 

November 
Dinner & a Movie 

 

December 
Holiday Event 

 
Dates and times 

 to come! 

NEW!  Check out our EOP Facebook Group at: 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/group.php?gid=50042890109 

Brian Driscoll will be a May 2009 Graduate.  After graduation, he 
plans to spend his summer here and mostly “take it easy”, but will also 
be taking summer classes.  His goal is to work for the DEC doing 
conservation work but he will have to wait for the test to be offered.  He 
would also like to coach basketball on the side. 

How about your experience with EOP? 
 I had a wonderful experience with EOP. During my orientation, my PA’s were 
great and the EOP staff was more than helpful to me. The EOP office is one of 
the main reasons I chose to complete my four years here at Potsdam. Nancy, 
my counselor, was the first person I met in Potsdam and she has been there 
for me ever since day one. I am extremely grateful to have individuals who 
truly care about my academic success, personal life and career.  
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23/group.php?gid=50042890109


 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          

Did You Know? 
In this section of our newsletter, I provide you  

with some basic facts that may be of use to you. 

Bear Bus Info 
 

Fall Return 
Departure: 

NYC-8/29 9am 
Albany -8/29 1pm 

Return to Potsdam: 
NYC-8/29 5pm 
Albany-8/29 5pm 

 

Fall Recess 10/10-13 
 

Thanksgiving Recess 11/25-29 
 

Questions? 
Visit 

www.potsdam.edu/student_
success 

and click on 
ά5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭέ 

or call Patricia @ 267-2702 
 
 
 

Academic Calendar 
 

Fall 2009 
Move in: 
      New Students 8/28 
      Returning Students 8/29-30 
Classes Begin 8/31 
Last Day to Add/Drop 9/4 
Family Weekend 9/25-27 
Fall Recess 10/10-13 
Last Day to WD/SU 10/27 
Thanksgiving Recess 11/25-29 
Last Day of Classes 12/11 
Final Exams 11/14-18 

Talent Corner  

This corner is 
designated for all of 
our talented 
students and/or 
Alumni.  If you have 
a picture or video 
showing your 
talent, please send 
it to 
eop@potsdam.edu.  
I will post pictures 
and links for videos 
in this section 
                                          

- Phyllis 

 

× Some Course seats may become available in Closed Sections due to student dismissals 

and transfers.  If you need or want a course that was closed during your registration 

period, check BearPAWS about ten to fifteen days following the end of the semester.  If the 

course remains full, send the professor an email requesting a place on the waiting list for 

the class. 

× For an excellent GPA calculator go to: http://registrar.indiana.edu/calculator.shtml  

All the information you need to “plug into” the calculator can be found on your course 

summary in BearPAWS.  You will need your GPA hours and Quality Points.  (Please note: 

This system uses letters rather than numbers.  1.0=D, 2.0=C, 3.0=B, and 4.0=A.  Use (+) 

or (-) for increments.  A-=3.7, B+=3.3 and so on. 

× The EOP Staff are in the office year round, including the summer.  If you need any 

assistance, please call, email or IM us. 

× Potsdam EOP has now formed a Student Advisory Board.   The Board consists of EOP 

students and is involved in recommending EOP events, assisting with EOP advocacy, and 

in completing special EOP projects.  The board began in the spring semester.  The 

members included:  Bruce Maine, Latesha Fussell, Antoine Parkinson, Nichole Webber, 

Chris Jenne, Taina Perez, Paul Craig, and Wil Facey.  Projects the spring semester 

included the design and development of an “EOP Recommended Courses Guidebook for 

EOP students” and advocacy regarding some EOP student financial concerns.  If you 

might be interested in serving on this board, please let Nola know early in the fall 2009 

semester.  (315) 267-2736. 

× Some counties are offering Summer Employment and Internships through Economic 

stimulus money.  If you have not found summer employment, contact your local county 

employment center to inquire as to any youth or college student opportunities. 

× EOP students have Studied Abroad in countries including: England, Spain, Italy, Mexico, 

Korea, and many others.  We have also had a student choose National Student 

Exchange with placement in Hawaii.                                           - Nola 

 

 

- Nola  

Click here to watch Voilet 
Hurlburt and friends 
perform the Tango. 
 

 

Click here to watch Violet 
perform a quartet. 

 
Thank you 

Violet! 

http://www.potsdam.edu/student_success
http://www.potsdam.edu/student_success
mailto:eop@potsdam.edu
http://register.indiana.edu/calculator.shtml
tango%20final.MOV
tango%20final.MOV
tango%20final.MOV
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\charlepc\Desktop\EOP\Newsletter\quartet%20final.MOV
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\charlepc\Desktop\EOP\Newsletter\quartet%20final.MOV


 
 
 

 

òAsk Annie Oneó 
 

This is an advice column to 
answer student submitted 
questions.  Please submit 
an advice question to the 
EOP office for the next 
Newsletter. 
 

 

   
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

       

      - 
 

 
 

  -Nola  

NEW!  Check out our EOP Facebook Group at: 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#/group.php?gid=50042890109 

Dear Annie One, 
 I have NO IDEA what to major in.  I feel like I am just taking random 
classes and I have no goal.  What can I do to find the right major for me? 
 

- Perplexed in Potsdam 
 
Dear Perplexed,  

This is a common concern.  It is important for you to find a major that is 
both interesting and fairly easy for you.  It may seem that you are taking random 
classes, but no credits are wasted.  You need 120 credits plus four PE units to 
graduate.  My advice is to not choose a major based upon a particular salary or 
employment setting.  What I mean is, don’t decide you want to work with 
computers because you have heard programmers make good money.  If math 
and computer science are not strong areas for you, you are not likely to be 
successful and not likely to enjoy your college experience, nor employment in 
that field.  Choose a major for which you have found the course work 
interesting.  Remember that communications course or biology course you took 
last semester that was actually fun?  Maybe that is the field for you.  Once you 
narrow your ideas down to a few possibilities, go see your EOP counselor, the 
Career Planning Office, and research information yourself.  (You might even 
want to try an internship related to the major, to see if the work environment 
suits you.) 

 

-Annie One 

                   2008-2009 SSC Award Winner: Taina Johnson-Perez  

                                                    
                 Taina Johnson-Perez accepted the inaugural SSC Student Award: Success through Achievement 
                 and Commitment, from Tamara Durant, SSC Director, at a ceremony held on 4/30/2009. 
 
                 Taina, from Brooklyn, NY, is a junior majoring in Sociology and Speech Communications.  She  
 maintains a 3.25+ average. As a R.A., an Admissions Ambassador, an SSS peer content tutor, and a   
member of both the EOP and SSS programs, Taina epitomizes the intent of the Award.  Her career goals  
include earning a MSW and a JD. 
                                                                                                         Congratulations Taina! 

 

 

 

 

 

EOP Community Events- Dinner & A Movie 
 

One EOP initiative that has met with a good deal of success has been our Dinner & A  
Movie Event.  A take on the popular TBS Show, the EOP version has featured PACES  
Chef and Manager Clare Sheehan.  Chef Clare has served a variety of dishes, including  
holiday fare, Indian, Italian, and Chinese food.  Following a brief demonstration,  
participants have enjoyed movie titles including: The Pursuit of Happyness, Breaking 

Away, Slumdog Millionaire, and Crash.  An average of 25-30 people generally participate.  
Junior Chris Roberts has enjoyed several events.  “It’s a rewarding experience in a relaxed 
atmosphere.  Chef Clare does a fantastic job and does her best to use student recipes 
according the specifications provided…that says a lot about her.”  Chris would like to see the 
event continued.  Dinner & A Movie is, “a model for other organizations on campus.  The family 
dinner style opens up things and demonstrates that EOP is a program that really cares about 
students.”  Rest assured Chris, this event is a keeper! 

 

Chef, Clare Sheehan 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23/group.php?gid=50042890109

