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This semester has truly been a historic one for SUNY Potsdam, as the College received the 
largest gift commitment in our 201-year history. Donald (Hon. ’54) and Kathryn Kofoed 
Lougheed ’54 have pledged an incredible $5.25 million to support applied learning initiatives at 
SUNY Potsdam. It is the Lougheeds’ intention that the gift be used to support faculty and staff 
activities that improve their ability to facilitate student participation in high impact and applied 
learning activities. The first funds will be available for faculty use this spring! 

A gift like this is transformative for the Potsdam student experience. I cannot be more grateful—
first to the Lougheeds, but also for our faculty and staff, without whose dedication and long 
stewardship this opportunity would not be possible. I can’t wait to see the incredible things 
students will be able to do thanks to your continued mentorship and guidance! I look forward to 
sharing more details about the gift and a campus celebration of the Lougheeds, which will be 
held in the spring semester. 

Annual Campuswide Holiday Celebration 

I would like to invite all members of our campus community to join me at our annual holiday 
celebration on Wednesday, December 20 from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. in Thatcher Hall. There will be 
a cash bar and complimentary refreshments, including light appetizers, cookies, coffee and 
punch. We will have door prizes again this year, so be sure to get your ticket at the door when 
you arrive. I hope that you will stop by during the party to greet your colleagues and share a cup 
of cheer before the winter break! 

Network Outage 

As many of you are aware, on Sunday we experienced an outage of our network service. I want 
to extend my deepest gratitude to the Computing and Technology Services team who came in 
and worked tirelessly throughout the weekend to assess and address the situation. CTS is 
working with our vendors to not only fix the underlying issues that led to the outage. I would 
encourage you to bookmark the CTS Announcements and System Status blog, which provides 
status updates whenever there is an interruption in service. 

Campus Transitions 

As I mentioned in a prior email, Rick Miller, Executive Vice President and Chief Student Affairs 
Officer, announced his retirement at the end of the semester. The areas that report to Rick 
include Admissions, Athletics, Financial Aid, Institutional Effectiveness, Student Affairs and 
University Police. For the past several weeks, I have been meeting with each of Rick Miller’s 
direct reports to plan for the transition of their areas following his retirement. 

• Beginning in January, the offices of Admissions, Institutional Effectiveness and Student
Affairs will report directly to me for at least the spring semester.

• Eric Duchscherer and Ruth Policella will continue to share oversight responsibilities of
the Student Affairs Division as Associate Deans.



o Athletics and University Police will report to Eric Duchscherer in Student Affairs. 
o Campus Recreation will report to Ruth Policella in Student Affairs. 

• The Office of Financial Aid will report to Jill Pearon in the Provost’s Office. 

During the spring semester, I will be forming a small working group to assess administrative 
structure to ensure we are as efficient and effective as possible. 

There have been some additional personnel changes on campus. Amanda Prescott has joined the 
Advancement team as Assistant Director of Advancement Services. Matthew Vincent has joined 
the CTS Administrative Information Systems team as New Lead Programmer/Analyst 

Athletics 

I would like to congratulate all of our Potsdam Bears athletic teams for a successful fall season! I 
would especially like to congratulate Women’s Soccer Head Coach Mark Misiak, who was 
named State University of New York Athletic Conference's Coach of the Year. Please	save	
the	date	for	our	annual	Bear	Pride	Night,	to	be	held	on	January	26,	2018. 

Additionally, I would like to share that James (Jim) Zalacca, Athletic Director, has announced 
his retirement effective September 1, 2018. I am grateful for Jim’s dedication to our athletic 
programs for 17 years. He was instrumental in renovations of Maxcy Hall’s hockey facility. We 
will be starting a search for a new Athletic Director shortly. 

Emergency Weather Plans 

As winter is approaching, I want to remind you of our severe weather policy. In general, as a 
residential campus, SUNY Potsdam tries to maintain classes and services as fully operational as 
possible. However, in the event of severe weather, SUNY Potsdam may delay and/or cancel 
classes. Please review the severe weather policy and our class cancellation information pages 
here. 

Retirement Celebration 

Please join us as we celebrate the retirement of Rick Miller and Patty Stone on December 18, 
from 3 to 4:30 p.m. in the Raymond Hall 8th Floor Dining Room. 

-- 

As the snow begins to fall and we wrap up another semester, I am reminded of a quote by Kahlil 
Gibran: “Kindness is like snow – it beautifies everything it covers.” 

While we continue to face many daunting challenges in our society, I hope you will remember to 
extend kindness to those around you. I hope you will also have the opportunity to be kind to 
yourself, by taking time to relax and recharge over the academic break. 



Thank you for all the myriad ways you support our students and each other. I look forward to 
seeing you in the New Year. 

 


