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What is 
History?

• People who study history are called Historians.

• Historians seek to understand why and how events happened, 
and the meanings people made, and make, out of the 
experiences of the past. Historians study the causes and 
effects of historical events in order to understand past and 
present connections between societies, individuals, humans 
and the world around us, and more. Learning about the past 
not only helps us understand the present, it also helps us make 
informed decisions today and in the future, when we face 
similar choices or circumstances.

• If you enjoy solving mysteries, understanding the past and the 
present, and want to build key career competencies including 
research, writing, and critical thinking skills, then the 
Department of History may be where you find your niche.



HIST 100 - World History (3 cr.)
Applies a cross-cultural, comparative approach to 
understanding social, political, economic, and cultural 
developments. This course surveys significant themes 
in Historical development from ancient to modern 
times.
Gen. Ed.: CG

HIST 101 - Europe From 1500 – 1815 (3 cr.)
Major developments and issues in European history 
from 1500 to 1815.
Gen. Ed.: CG

HIST 102 - Europe Since 1815 (3 cr.)
Major developments and issue in European history 
from 1815 to present.
Gen. Ed.: CG

HIST 110 - Europe Since 1500 (3 cr.)
This course is a comprehensive, thematically organized 
overview of European history from the 16th century to 
the present. It is designed to meet the needs of 
students in the General Education Program.
Gen. Ed.: CG

HIST 201 - United State to 1877 (3 cr.)
Major developments and issues in American History to 
1877.
Gen. Ed.: TH

HIST 202 - The United State Since 1877 (3 cr.)
Major developments in American history since 1877.
Gen. Ed.: TH

HIST 210 - American Identities in Song (3 cr.)
This course explores the impact of music on the 
development of American history since the end of the 
Civil War, focusing on ways that music helped to define 
the national identity, as well as the separate identities 
and struggles of the nation’s myriad population groups 
as they fought for power and civil rights.
Gen. Ed.: TH

HIST 225 - East Asian History (3 cr.)
Introduction to the history of East Asia from the 
emergence of ancient cultures to the present. Its main 
focus will be on the political, cultural, and social 
developments of China and Japan, with some attention 
to Korea and Taiwan.
Gen. Ed.: TH

HIST 230 - Introduction to Africa (3 cr.)
Introduces students to Africa by exploring the continent’s 
diverse history, geography, politics, and cultures through 
lectures, novels, and film.
Gen. Ed.: CG

HIST 240 - Immigrant America (3 cr.)
Takes a cross-cultural approach to American history with a 
focus on the movement of people, goods, and ideas across 
national boundaries. Special attention to America’s evolving 
relationships with Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

HIST 250 - Sick History of Early America (3 cr.)
Charts political, social, and cultural change through the lenses 
of disease, health, sickness, and healing. Covers up to 
Reconstruction.
Gen. Ed.: TH

HIST 252 - Eat: A Global History of Food (3 cr.)
Surveys the global history of food since 1450, with particular 
attention to areas outside Europe and the US. Examines the 
history of various aspects of what has become a global agri-
food system, including the economics, politics, technologies, 
and cultures of food. Surveys major events from the 
Columbian exchange to GMOs.
Gen. Ed.: CG

History Courses



HIST 302 - Fighting Words: History & Story  (3 cr.)
Introduces majors to the theories and methods that 
historians employ as they seek to construct plausible 
and compelling interpretations of the past. Nine  
credits of history required. A minimum of Sophomore  
standing required.
Gen. Ed.: TF

HIST 304 - History of American Women  (3 cr.)
Women in America from colonial times to 1890: legal 
positions, social roles, employment, education, reform 
movements, suffrage, and women’s organizations. A 
minimum of Sophomore standing required.

HIST 305 - Modern American Women  (3 cr.)
Women in America from 1890 to present: legal 
positions, social roles, employment and unionization, 
education, reform movements, suffrage, and women’s 
organizations. Covers changing ideals of American 
womanhood, women’s lib, and future of American 
women. A minimum of Sophomore standing required.
Gen. Ed.: TH

HIST 309 - Colonialism in the Caribbean (3 cr.)
Explores the impact of race, class, and colonialism on 
the development of Caribbean society. Examines the 
political geography of the pre-Hispanic Caribbean, the 
political and technical developments in the Iberian 
Peninsula that made colonialism possible, patterns of 
settlement, the rise of the plantation system, the 
connections between slavery and capitalism, the birth 
of African-American culture, the social structure of 
plantation society, slave resistance, and the process of 
emancipation. A minimum of Sophomore standing 
required.

HIST 310 - Cultures of Mexico & Central America  (3 cr.)
Cultures of Mexico and Central America from conquest 
to present day. Emphasis on effects of conquest and 
colonial governmental systems on indigenous cultures. 
Cross-listed with ANTH 360. A minimum of Sophomore 
standing required.

HIST 312 - Latin America in the 20th Century  (3 cr.)
Major developments in Latin American history during 
the 20th century. A minimum of Sophomore standing 
required.

HIST 314 - Vietnam War  (3 cr.)
Origins of the war in Vietnam from the tradition of resistance 
by the Vietnamese people against foreign intruders to the 
development of the Cold War in Asia: the war perceived as 
both a Vietnamese and American experience.  A minimum of 
Sophomore standing required.

HIST 315 - Modern Japanese Women’s History  (3 cr.)
Examines the development of gender roles in Modern Japan, 
particularly in relation to the economic and political 
developments of the Tokugawa, Meiji, Taisho, and Showa 
periods, and the various responses those changes evoked 
among women. A minimum of Sophomore standing required.

HIST 318 - Premodern Japan  (3 cr.)
Covers Japanese history from the prehistoric period to the 
Tokugawa period, paying particular attention to  the 
development of political institutions, cultural and intellectual 
trends, and the long-term transformation of the economy and 
society. A minimum of Sophomore standing required. 

History Courses, cont.
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HIST 319 - Modern Japan (3 cr.)
Traces Japan’s historical development from the Meiji 
Restoration (1868) to the present, exploring the 
process of modernization, the growth of the imperial 
state, the Second World War, defeat and occupation, 
and post-war recovery. A minimum of Sophomore 
standing required. 

HIST 321 - Ancient Greece & Rome (3 cr.)
This course examines the Mediterranean world from 
1550 BC to AD 500. It is divided into a unit on Greece 
and a unit on Rome. In addition to considering the 
ancient Mediterranean’s political history, the course 
will focus on the region’s cultural legacy. A minimum of 
Sophomore standing required.

HIST 322 - Ancient Middle East  (3 cr.)
Examines the Middle East from 3100 to 332 BC. It is 
divided into three parts: 1. Mesopotamia; 2. Egypt; and 
3. the Holy Land. It presents the region’s political and 
cultural traditions through primary and secondary 
sources. A minimum of Sophomore standing required.

HIST 323 - Middle East: Alexander to Islam  (3 cr.)
Examines the Middle East from 332 BC to AD 570. It is 
divided into three parts: 1. the Hellenistic Age; 2. the 
advent of the Romans, and 3. the Orient in Late 
Antiquity. It looks at the influence of Alexander the 
Great, the spread of Greek culture, Christianity in the 
East, and the conflict between Rome and Persia. A 
minimum of Sophomore standing required.

HIST 326 - Egypt in Late Antiquity  (3 cr.)
Covers Egyptian history from the collapse of the New 
Kingdom to the Arab Conquest. Major topics include the 
Saite Renaissance, cooperation and confrontation with 
Persian, Greek, and Roman occupiers, and Coptic 
Christianity. A minimum of Sophomore standing 
required.

HIST 330 - Black Diaspora: 1500 to Present  (3 cr.)
A social, economic, political, and cultural survey of the 
migrations (forced and otherwise) of black Africans to, 
and between, the Americas and Europe over the past 
500 years. A minimum of Sophomore standing required.

HIST 331 - Africa to 1870  (3 cr.)
Explores African history from the emergence of the earliest 
human societies through the mid-nineteenth century, with 
particular focus on the period after 1400. Considers the 
developments of lineage societies and centralized states, the 
trans-Saharan trade, the Atlantic slave trade, the spread and 
influence of religions such as Islam and Christianity, and 
Africa’s encounters with other parts of the world. A minimum 
of Sophomore standing required.

HIST 332 - Africa Since 1870  (3 cr.)
Explores modern African history, paying particular attention to 
imperialism and its impact on African societies and cultures, 
the rise of nationalist and independence movements, 
independence and the creation of nation-states, and recent 
and contemporary politics, society, and culture. A  minimum 
of Sophomore standing required.

History Courses, cont.



HIST 341 - Colonial American History  (3 cr.)
Explores the history and culture of early America as 
described by both participants and historians. 
Considers the development of early American society 
and culture from 1598 to 1763. Religion, gender, class, 
social status, economics, war, and Native-European 
relations will be examined. A minimum of Sophomore 
standing required.

HIST 342 - Revolutionary America  (3 cr.)
Explores the colonies in the English Atlantic world and 
the individual and collective decisions to break away 
from Great Britain. Considers how independence, 
revolution, and war allowed the former colonies to 
create a new and fragile Republic. A minimum of 
Sophomore standing required.

HIST 345 – Hamilton Who Tells Your Story (3 cr.)
Since 2015, Lin-Manuel Miranda’s Hamilton has become 
a cultural and box-office phenomenon: a smash 
Broadway musical; an original Broadway cast album; a 
mixtape; an inspiration for a Drunk History episode; a 
podcast; a Dubsmash series; and a cinematic stage 
performance streamed on Disney+. This course will 
explore the franchise’s innovative artistry, gauge its 
cultural ambitions, and appraise the politics of its 
historical (mis)representation. A minimum of 
Sophomore standing required.

HIST 350 - Public History  (3 cr.)
This introduction to public history has two main goals. 
The first is to help students become thoughtful 
consumers of history in public life such as museums, 
monuments, and parks. The second is for students to 
become active participants in the application of history 
to real-world settings and experiences. A minimum of 
Sophomore standing required.

 
 

HIST 351 - Medieval & Renaissance England  (3 cr.)
Examines the History of England from the Medieval period 
through the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, paying special 
attention to the manorial system, feudalism, the growth of 
Parliament, the emergence and structure of the Tudor state, 
the Protestant Reformation, the rise of Puritanism, and the 
flowering of Elizabethan culture. A minimum of Sophomore 
standing required.

HIST 352 - Revolutionary England  (3 cr.)
Examines the history of England from the beginning of the 
Stuart dynasty to the beginning of Industrialization, paying 
particular attention to the origins and progress of the Civil 
War, and Interregnum, the Restoration, the Glorious 
Revolution, the financial and consumer revolutions, and the 
movement for reform. A minimum of Sophomore standing 
required. 

HIST 353 - Renaissance & Reformation  (3 cr.)
Examines the intellectual, cultural, religious, social, economic, 
and political dimensions of two profound transformations in 
European history: the Renaissance and the Reformation, 
roughly spanning the years 1350 to 1650. A minimum of 
Sophomore standing required.

History Courses, cont.



HIST 354 - The Enlightenment  (3 cr.)

Examines in detail the process by which Enlightenment 
culture took shape, spread, and evolved during the 
18th century. Between the publication of Newton’s 
Principia Mathematica in 1685 and the outbreak of the 
French Revolution a century later, the political, social, 
and economic assumptions of European thought were 
radically revised. This intellectual revolution in turn 
ushered in new forms of sociability and ultimately new 
political orders. A minimum of Sophomore standing 
required. 

HIST 355 – English Roots of Am Pols & Law (3 cr.)
Although borne of revolution, the American Republic 
has displayed a deep fidelity to the governmental 
structure, legal traditions, and constitutional 
arrangements of its mother country. An understanding 
American history and politics is greatly deepened and 
enriched by studying their English antecedents. This 
course presumes some familiarity with European and 
American political history, although there are no 
explicit prerequisites for enrollment. A minimum of 
Sophomore standing required. Fully online course.

HIST 360 – Explorers around the world  (3 cr.)​
Surveys cross-cultural interactions around the globe 
from antiquity to the present as a result of geographical 
exploration. It also examines the ways different cultures 
and conceived of and depicted their location with 
respect to the land, sea, and the larger cosmos. A 
minimum of Sophomore standing required.
Fully online course.

 
HIST 370 - African American History  (3 cr.)
Explores African American History from the end of the 
Civil War to the 1990s, paying particular attention to the 
Civil Rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s. A 
minimum of Sophomore standing required.

HIST 371 - The First World War  (3 cr.)
The causes, course, and consequences of the First 
World War; Origins of the war in imperialism and Balkan 
nationalism; the July Crisis and war of illusions; total 
war; revolution in Russia, and the consequences to 
Europe, the Middle East, and the global balance of 
power. A minimum of Sophomore standing required.

 
 

HIST 372 - Civil War America  (3 cr.)
The Civil War era in history and memory. Emphasis on politics, 
society, and culture as well as military affairs. A minimum of 
Sophomore standing required.

HIST 373 - World War II  (3 cr.)

Causes, events, and result of the traumatic watershed in 
world history. May be European, American, or Asian in focus 
as announced each time it is offered. A minimum of 
Sophomore standing required.

HIST 376 - The U.S. in the 1920s & 1930s  (3 cr.)
Domestic issues in the United States from 1919 to 1939. 
Emphasis on prosperity of the twenties, the Depression, and 
the New Deal. A minimum of Sophomore standing required. 

History Courses, cont.



HIST 377 - The United States Since 1945  (3 cr.)
Explores the history of the U.S. since the end of World 
War II. Examines the Cold War, the Civil Rights 
Movement, the Vietnam War, the turbulent 1960s, the 
political and economic crisis of the 1970s, the Reagan 
Era, and the politics of personal destruction in the 
1990s. It highlights the increasingly close connection 
between domestic politics and foreign policies, as well 
as the growing racial and ethnic diversity of the 
American population. A minimum of Sophomore 
standing required.

HIST 378 - Adirondack Environmental History (3 cr.)
Student research projects explore interrelationships of 
natural and cultural history in the Adirondack Park, 
with particular attention to the social, economic, and 
cultural factors that shape, and reshape, land use over 
time. The Park as a place to constitutionally protect 
“forever wild” will be considered in the contexts of 
larger theoretical discussion about wilderness and 
protection of other American wild places. Cross-listed 
with ENVR 310. A minimum of Sophomore standing 
required. 

HIST 379 - History of New York State  (3 cr.)
Political, economic, and social developments from colonial 
times to present. Relationship of state history to major issues 
and events in American life. A minimum of Sophomore 
standing required.
 

HIST 387 - History of the U.S.S.R.  (3 cr.)
Development of Soviet Union: economic and social 
developments, political structure, role of Communist Party, 
and expansion of Russian control and influence through the 
breakup of the Soviet Union. A minimum of Sophomore 
standing required.

HIST 388 - Potsdam in Europe (3 cr.)
Examines the development of the Potsdam/Berlin region as a 
major European center, paying attention to cultural, political, 
and military affairs. We will analyze themes such as religious 
tolerance and the Enlightenment, as well as the Nazi and 
Cold War years. A minimum of Sophomore standing 
required. 

HIST 389 - Modern Germany: Bismarck to Hitler  (3 cr.)
Modern German history from unification and 
industrialization to defeat in the First and Second World 
Wars; the collapse of the Weimar Republic, the rise of 
the Third Reich, and the division of Germany. A 
minimum of Sophomore standing required. 
Thesis I. Instructor permission required.

HIST 400 - Honors Thesis  (3 cr.)
Senior project which demonstrates mastery of skills of 
historical inquiry, and critical and analytical expertise. The 
project begins in the first semester and completed in the 
second (Honors Thesis II). Instructor permission required. 

HIST 401 - Honors Thesis II (3 cr.)
Completion of project begun in Honors 

HIST 402 - Early American Indian History  (3 cr.)
Explores the history of the people who lived, flourished, 
“adapted, constructed, retreated, and resisted” in the North 
American continent from pre-history through the removal 
policies of the 1830s. A minimum of Junior standing required.

HIST 419 - U.S. Foreign Relations 1763-1901  (3 cr.)
Examines the history of U.S. foreign relations, between the 
conclusion of the Seven Years War in 1763 and the decision of 
American policy makers to pursue overseas expansion at the 
end of the 19th century. Explores U.S. territorial 
expansion, Native American and Mexican resistance, the 
diplomacy of the Monroe Doctrine, and the American drive 
for overseas economic expansion after the Civil War. A 
minimum of Junior standing required.

History Courses, cont.
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HIST 420 - U.S. Foreign Relations 1890-2000  (3 cr.) 
Explores the history of U.S. foreign relations from the 
beginning of the nation’s overseas economic expansion 
during the 1890s to the present. Investigates the 
causes and consequences of the major wars fought by 
the U.S. during the late 19th and 20th centuries, the 
origins and effects of the Cold War on U.S. foreign 
relations, and the impact of economic globalization on 
the conduct of U.S. foreign policy and on the nation’s 
domestic politics, society, and economy. A minimum of 
Junior standing required.

HIST 421 - Race & American Film History  (3 cr.)
Explores the issue of race, broadly defined, in the 
history of the US cinema. Consideration of relevant 
contemporary social and cultural issues will 
supplement close viewing of a number of American 
films spanning the years from 1915 to the present. A 
minimum of Junior standing required.

 
HIST 451 - Witchcraft in Early America (3 cr.)
Explores witchcraft in early America, paying special
attention to the social, religious, and gendered
contexts of witchcraft and to the legal and cultural
dimension of witch-hunting. A minimum of Junior
standing required.

HIST 461 - Imagining Life Beyond Earth  (3 cr.)
Examines ideas and beliefs about life beyond Earth as 
expressed in western culture from the ancient Greeks to 
the present. A minimum of Junior standing required.

HIST 462 - Hero in Classical Antiquity  (3 cr.)
Considers the evolving concept of the hero in classical 
antiquity, paying particular attention to the 
transformation of the heroic ideal during the Hellenistic 
Age and within Christian communities. A minimum of 
Junior standing required.

HIST 463 - Ancient Magic (3 cr.)
Examines the Egyptian, Greek, and Roman concepts of 
magic, comparing them with medieval and modern 
Western ones. A minimum of Junior standing required.

 
HIST 464 - Technology in History  (3 cr.)
Examines the relationship between technologies and 
societies in history by looking at the place of technology 
in western civilization, and to a lesser extent, globally 
since the medieval period. A minimum of Junior 
standing required.
 

HIST 465 - Holocaust and History  (3 cr.)
Places the complex developments and events referred to as 
the Holocaust in the broad context of modern European 
history. Examines cultural, political, and cultural 
developments in firsthand accounts in classic and 
contemporary scholarship, and in novels. A minimum of 
Junior standing required.

HIST 466 - Espionage and the Cold War  (3 cr.)
Examines the dynamics of espionage activity in Europe from 
the Nazi era to the end of the Cold War. The focus is on why 
and how Nazi, Soviet, and Western intelligence agencies 
gathered information about each other as well as on 
ideological, political, economic, and logistical dimensions of 
reconnaissance work during the period. A minimum of Junior 
standing required.

HIST 467 - Imagining Asia  (3 cr.)
Explores the ways in which Trans-Pacific migration and trade, 
war, and diplomacy have shaped American society and culture 
and how race has been seen in deeply gendered ways. A 
minimum of Junior standing required.

History Courses, cont.



HIST 468 - Japanese History Thru Manga  (3 cr.)
Uses Manga and Anime along with Classical Japanese 
Literature to explore Japanese history.  A minimum of 
Junior standing required.

HIST 470 - African Environmental History  (3 cr.)
Historical examination of Africa’s diverse human and 
natural environments. Considers interactions between 
human and natural worlds with issues such as 
urbanization, agricultural strategies, deforestation,   
and the role of the supernatural in African 
environmental knowledge. A minimum of Junior 
standing required.

 
HIST 471 – Money from Coin to Crypto (3 cr.)
This course examines the History of money over the 
past three millennia. It explores repeated inventions of 
money as well as its political, social, economic, 
intellectual, cultural, and artistic contexts. A minimum 
of Junior standing required.

HIST 480 - Senior Seminar in History  (3 cr.)
Capstone course for the History major. Students design 
and conduct significant research project and draft 
significant research paper. History majors only. An upper 
division course in area of seminar focus. Instructor 
permission required.   
Prerequisite(s): HIST 302.
Gen. Ed.: CM, CT

HIST 540 - Readings in American History  (3 cr.)
Programs of individual study, designed with the advice 
of the instructor, on selected topics in American history. 
(May be taken more than once.) 
Prerequisite(s): Graduate standing or undergraduate 
seniors.

History Courses, cont.
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WAYS GenEd Courses Taught by History Faculty

WAYS 101 – Global History of Fascism  (3 cr.)
This course introduces students to the history of the 
theory and practice of fascism on a global scale. We 
examine the origins of fascism in fin-de-siècle Europe, 
its proliferation during the 1920s and 1930s, as well as 
its unfolding in the Americas and other parts of the 
world. We will examine the history of fascist ideas and 
structures in Italy, Germany, and the United States in 
more detail. Moving beyond the Hollywood cliché of 
fascism, as a sensationalized and transhistorical 
metaphor for “evil,” we will explore the specific 
conditions that incubated past forms of fascism.
 
WAYS 101 – Rum and Revenge (3 cr.)
Buried treasure, walking the plank, and a bottle of rum: 
these are our stock images of piracy in the 17th and 
18th centuries. But what was piracy in its Golden Age 
really like? What was a pirate, exactly, and why might a 
man – or woman – be inclined to go pirate? What were 
the differences between a corsair, a privateer, a 
freebooter, and a buccaneer? By examining 
contemporary writings by pirates, their victims, and 
enemies, we will discover answers to these questions 
and grapple with the devilishly wicked problem of 
distinguishing between the moral legitimacy of private 
crime versus state warfare.

WAYS 101 – Transformations of Myth (3 cr.)
From the Odyssey to Star Wars, myths are stories which 
guide us through life. But these stories constantly 
evolve, as new societies adapt them to their concerns. 
This course explores how and why myths arise and 
change, from the ancient to the modern world. 

WAYS 102 – Africa is Cities (3 cr.)
This course examines city life in Africa since 1900ce. 
Africa is the world's fastest-urbanizing continent, which 
means the western world's tendency to focus on rural 
villages, safaris, or lions is missing what's really 
happening, from malls to traffic jams to middle class 
suburbs. We'll look at the evolution of cities, portrayals 
of urban life, and examine issues some of Africa's 
biggest cities (including Lagos, Johannesburg, and Cairo) 
have been facing.

WAYS 102 – Plural Feminisms (3 cr.)
Do women of color or women with disabilities face 
different hurdles than women who do not share those 
identities? How have women fought against multi-
layered discrimination? Intersectional feminists 
recognize the complexity of identity and the need to 
address interlocking systems of privilege and 
oppression. This course uses readings from a variety of 
disciplines to explore origins, current issues, and future 
directions of intersectional feminist activism.. 

WAYS 102 – Samurai Ink (3 cr.)
Samurai Ink will examine the rise and fall of the warrior or 
samurai elite during Japan’s Tokugawa period (1603-1868). 
How did they emerge? How did they gain, maintain, and lose 
their power? Using art, laws, and literature, we will explore 
the period’s political, cultural, and intellectual currents that 
shaped the role and image of the samurai class. 

WAYS 102 – Satan in Salem (3 cr.)
How did witch beliefs, Satan, gender, economics, politics, law, 
speech, and one misguided (possibly money-hungry) Godly 
minister all collide in 1692 to create a witchcraft crisis of 
unprecedented proportions in the Massachusetts Bay colony? 
We will explore witchcraft through many lenses, paying 
special attention to the social, religious, and gendered 
contexts of witchcraft and to the legal and cultural 
dimensions of witch-hunting. Using copies of original 
documents, primary & secondary sources, fiction, and film, 
we will question why historians are so drawn to witchcraft 
history and we will debate which interpretations work best to 
explain the enduring power of witchcraft accusation and 
witch-hunting. 
We may even decide what "really" happened in Salem... 

WAYS 103 – Can Music Change the World (3 cr.)
 This class uses an historical approach to explore the ways 
that under-represented groups in the United States have used 
music in an effort to win full-fledged American citizenship and 
an equal share of social, political, and economic power. 



Major 
Requirements

HISTORY MAJOR 
Required Courses: (30 - 33 cr.) 

HIST 101, 102, or 110 

AND HIST 201, 202, 210, 240, or 250 

AND HIST 100, 225, 230 or 252 

AND HIST 302 

AND Any 300 or 400 level North American History course 

AND Any 300 or 400 level European History course 

AND Any 300 or 400 level African, Asian, or Latin Ameri-
can History course 

AND Any two additional 300 or 400 level History courses 

AND HIST 480 Senior Seminar in History 

Notes: 

• Student must earn a minimum grade of 2.0 in courses counted toward the 
major. 

• HIST 302 and seminar are only open to History majors. 

• Students must successfully complete HIST 302 before taking the seminar. 



Minor 
Requirements

HISTORY MINOR 
Required courses: (18 - 20 cr.) 

All courses are 3 cr. 

Any two 100 or 200 level History courses., and, 

Any four 300 or 400 level History courses. 

Note: 

• Students must earn a minimum grade of 2.0 
in courses counted toward the minor. 



Dr. Libbie Freed, Chair & Associate Professor

Ph.D. from University of Wisconsin – Madison

Office: 316-2 Satterlee Hall   

Phone: 315/267- 2561 

Email: freedlj@potsdam.edu 

Dr. Thomas N. Baker, Professor 

Ph.D. from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Office: Lougheed Learning Commons 107D

Phone: 315/ 267-2828 

Email: bakertn@potsdam.edu 

Dr. Geoffrey Clark, Professor

Ph.D. from Princeton University

Office: 328 Satterlee Hall    

Phone: 315/267-3185  

Email: clarkgw@potsdam.edu

 

Dr. Axel Fair-Schulz, Associate Professor

Ph.D. from SUNY Buffalo

Office: 306 Satterlee Hall    

Phone: 315/267-2726 

Email: fairsca@potsdam.edu 

Dr. Shiho Imai, Interim Dean & Associate Professor 

Ph.D. from Brown University

Office: 108 Dunn Hall  

Phone: 315/267-2231 

Email: imais@potsdam.edu

History 
Faculty



Dr. Sheila McIntyre, Professor 

Ph.D. from Boston University 

Office: 334 Satterlee Hall      

Phone: 315/267-3405 

Email: mcintysm@potsdam.edu 

Dr. Kevin Smith, Associate Professor 

Ph.D. from University of Wisconsin – Madison

Office: 310B Satterlee Hall   

Phone: 315/267-2560 

Email: smithkd@potsdam.edu 

Dr. Steven M. Stannish, Associate Professor 

Ph.D. from Miami University

Office: 310A Satterlee Hall   

Phone: 315/267-2189 

Email: stannism@potsdam.edu 

Dr. Gaylynn Welch, Lecturer 

Ph.D. from SUNY Binghamton

Office: 323 Satterlee Hall      

Phone: 315/267-3404 

Email: welchgj@potsdam.edu

 

Mollie Mayette, Clerical Hub

Office: 107 Morey Hall     

Phone: 315/267-2295 

Email: mayettma@potsdam.edu

History Faculty,
continued.



Internships    

SUNY Potsdam encourages our undergraduates to gain supplementary experience in their chosen field by 

doing on-campus and/or off-campus internships. 

SUNY Potsdam supports many student interns through paid scholarships.

For more information, contact Max Grube, Internship Coordinator at grubejm@potsdam.edu or 315/267-

2037 or speak to one of our faculty members.

Below are several locations where SUNY Potsdam students have interned:

· 4-H Camp Overlook 4-H, Owls Head, NY 

· Akwesasne Museum, Akwesasne, NY

· Almonzo and Laura Ingalls Wilder Farm, Malone, NY

· Erie Canal Museum, Syracuse, NY

· Essex County Historical Society, Elizabethtown, NY

· Fort Drum Historical Collect, Fort Drum, NY

· Frederick Remington Museum, Ogdensburg, NY

· National Archives, Washington, DC

· Montpelier Foundation, Orange, VA

· Oneida County Historical Society, Oneida, NY

· Potsdam Public Library, Potsdam, NY

· Potsdam Public Museum, Potsdam, NY

· St. Lawrence County Center for History and Culture, Canton, NY

· Ste. Marie Among the Iroquois, Liverpool, NY

· The Adirondack Museum, Blue Mountain Lake, NY

· Town of Dekalb Historian’s Office, Dekalb, NY  

· Traditional Arts of Upstate New York (TAUNY), Canton, NY

mailto:grubejm@potsdam.edu


What can you do with an undergraduate degree 
in History? 

As liberal arts students, History majors may consider a multitude of 
careers.  

With your degree in History you can be an educator, researcher, 
communicator or editor, public servant, information manager, 
advocate, businessperson, creator, or more.

Jobs include: administrator, advertising executive, analyst, archivist, 
author, broadcaster, businessperson, campaign staff, consultant, 
editor, foreign service officer, foundation staffer, game designer, 
information specialist, intelligence agent, journalist, legal assistant, 
lobbyist, manager, politician/public service, project manager, public 
relations staffer, researcher, teacher, and technical writer ... the list 
is almost endless.  

You’ll have crucial skills that will prepare you for graduate study as 
well as for a rapidly changing world and job market.

Historians as Educators
K-12 Schools
Postsecondary Education
Historic Sites and 
Museums
Other teaching and 
training positions

Historians as Researchers
Museums and Historical 
Organizations
Cultural Resources 
Archives Management and 
Historic Preservation
Think Tanks

Historians in Businesses 
and Associations
Corporate and Contract 
Management and 
Administration (Businesses 
and Nonprofit 
Associations)
Analysts
Advertising and Sales

Historians as 
Communicators
Writers and Editors
Journalists
Documentary Editors
Producers of Multimedia 
Material

Historians as Advocates
Lawyers, Paralegals, and 
Legislative Staff Work
Foundations and 
Nonprofits

Historians in Public Service
Government (local, state, 
federal)
Civil Service

*Data obtained at https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-
history-majors and https://www.historians.org/resource/what-can-you-do-with-that-history-degree/ 

A brief list of some career opportunities 
available to history majors:

https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-history-majors/historians-as-educators
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-history-majors/historians-as-researchers
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-history-majors/historians-in-businesses-and-associations
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-history-majors/historians-in-businesses-and-associations
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-history-majors/historians-as-communicators
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-history-majors/historians-as-communicators
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-history-majors/historians-as-advocates
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-history-majors/historians-as-advocates
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-history-majors
https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-development/career-resources/careers-for-history-majors
https://www.historians.org/resource/what-can-you-do-with-that-history-degree/
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