
SUNY Minimum Living Condition Standards 

 

Each president shall ensure that the conditions under which students live in the State University 

of New York (University) residence halls are conducive to their health, safety and general 

habitation as well as the educational mission of the campus. Minimum guidelines are provided 

for the implementation of overarching standards that govern the operation of on-campus 

residence halls. The standards shall be promulgated to the students in the campus catalog, appear 

in the campus handbook and in other appropriate electronic communications to the students. 

A.   The residence halls shall be constructed and maintained to conform with all applicable 

safety codes and health standards; 

1.    Fire Safety and Prevention 

a.    Campuses shall establish comprehensive fire safety policies and 

procedures that address: 

i.      inspection and maintenance programs for fire sprinklers fire/smoke 

detection and fire alarm systems; 

ii.     residential life staff responsibilities and training; 

iii.    fire safety instruction for students; 

iv.    student responsibilities;  

v. campus discipline and judicial practices relating to fire safety 

matters; and  

vi. evacuation procedures. 

b.    Campus fire safety policies and procedures shall comply with the 

guidelines issued by the New York State Office of Fire Prevention and 

Control. (See Campus Fire Safety Training guidelines and the Report of the 

Governor’s Task Force on Campus Fire Safety in the related information 

section.) 

c.    All furnishings and equipment supplied by the University should meet at 

least the minimum applicable fire and safety code standards in the Fire Code 

of New York State. Upholstered furniture shall meet all standards as described 

by the California Standard 117 for fully sprinkled buildings and California 

Standard 133 for all other buildings. Specific attention should be given to 

those sections on furnishings and equipment promulgated in the Fire Code of 

New York State. 



d.    All newly constructed residence halls or those undergoing major 

renovation, as defined in the Building Code of New York State, that are 

owned or operated by the University or a campus based organization or 

affiliates shall be fully sprinkled (i.e., all areas within the residence halls) and 

fitted with complete fire and smoke detection and alarm systems. 

e.    All existing residential facilities shall be completely equipped with fire 

detection and alarm systems by June 30, 2010. While this date is a final one 

for compliance with this policy, faster compliance is encouraged if feasible. 

Factors such as building construction, type, size, age, configuration, scheduled 

renovations and length of future service as a residence hall shall be used to 

assign priority for installation. Those with highest risk based on the 

summative assessment of the factors noted above should receive top priority. 

f.     An annual review of fire and safety policies and procedures shall be 

completed with particular attention to the items in section I.A.1 of this part as 

well as efforts towards full installation of complete fire and smoke detection 

and alarm systems throughout all residential hall facilities. 

i.     Campuses should produce an annual report that assesses the 

adequacy and effectiveness of their programs and makes 

recommendations for improvements. Campuses shall be use and file 

Form A – SUNY Annual Fire Safety Report by the date published by 

the University office of finance and business. 

ii.    A copy of this report shall be placed on file in the office of the 

campus chief financial officer and/or the environmental health and 

safety office as well as transmitted to the University office of finance 

and business for review and approval. 

2.    Use of Private Equipment and Appliances 

a.    Students shall adhere to all applicable safety codes and health standards in 

the use of private equipment and appliances (where permitted). 

b.    All such appliances shall be grounded or if not grounded constructed to 

meet electrical safety codes in such a way as to prevent electrical shocks. 

 

3.    Access to Residence Hall Living 

       Access to residence hall living on each campus that operates residence halls will 

be provided to disabled students without regard to their disabilities (see University 

policy Disabilities Protocols for Students). 



4.    Inspection and Assessment of Facilities 

 

Inspection and assessment of the physical condition of the facility and its 

components (physical envelope, communication and technological infrastructure, 

general cosmetic conditions, environs of the residence halls, building equipment 

[such as elevators, exchangers, etc.] water systems, electrical service and heating 

systems) shall be conducted annually by the appropriate campus personnel 

including, but not limited to, the facilities director and residence life director. The 

campus should supplement their inspection results with the information from the 

building inspection information compiled by the Dormitory Authority of the State of 

New York. Based on these inspections, a report of needed building 

repair/refurbishment projects should be created. The reports shall be distributed to 

appropriate campus personnel. A priority list (as viewed by appropriate personnel) 

of repairs/refurbishments to be undertaken in the next budget year should be part of 

the report, with recommended timetables for completion. Backlogs from earlier 

reports should be noted. The annual reports should be completed in a timely manner 

so that they can be used to meet appropriate budgeting deadlines set by the 

University office of finance and business. 

B.   The campus maintenance plan shall provide for a regular schedule of cleaning and 

repair for all common areas in residence halls; 

1.    a regular schedule for cleaning of common areas, including lounges, hallways, 

bathrooms and areas used by all of the residents, shall be established; 

a.    copies of the schedule shall be accessible to students. 

2.    residence halls shall be kept sanitary and vermin free; 

3.    all appliances provided by the campus shall be kept in working order or 

removed from service; and 

4.    procedures shall be developed in consultation with the University office of 

finance and business for declaring student rooms unlivable and for removing them 

from service until conditions are corrected. 

C.   The campus shall provide each student resident with adequate living space, furniture, 

and appropriate and sufficient heat, light and hot water; 

1.    The campus will provide each resident with adequate living and lounge 

furniture; 

a.    the minimum furniture complement except for short-term occupancy 

should be a bed, adequate area illumination, chair, dresser/chest, desk/carrel 

unit, closet or wardrobe; 



b.    all furniture shall be clean, sturdy, of acceptable appearance and free of 

major scarring; 

c.    planned regularly schedule replacement of furniture should be included in 

the annual facility review; and 

d.    campuses shall provide at least 70 square feet of net floor space for singly 

occupied rooms and at least 50 square feet of net floor space per person for 

multiply occupied rooms as required by §404.4.1 of the Fire Code and 

Property Maintenance Code of New York. 

D.   The campus shall establish procedures for routine and emergency repairs to residence 

hall facilities; 

1.    Protocols shall be established to promptly address inquiries, request and 

complaints regarding routine repairs and maintenance for the provision of heat, 

lights and hot water;  

a. repairs regarding heat, lights and hot water shall be completed in a reasonable 

amount of time;  

b. the student shall be appraised periodically of her/his request; and  

c. the students shall be provided in writing with these protocols and appropriate 

telephone numbers for contacting repair staff. 

2.    Major renovations or construction within the halls shall be completed as much 

as is possible, when the students are not occupying the halls; 

       Major construction projects that are disruptive to ongoing programs should not 

continue during scheduled examination periods. If the disruption cannot be stopped 

during these periods, then students shall be housed elsewhere. 

E.   The campus shall establish procedures for redress for student residents in the event of 

loss of services such as heat, light and hot water in residence halls for extended periods 

that are within the control of the campus. 

1.    The procedures shall include provision for housing students elsewhere if the 

conditions that caused loss of heat, light or sanitary conditions or create other unsafe 

conditions cannot be rectified within a reasonable period. 

   2.    If housing the students elsewhere on campus is not possible, then the campus  

   shall house the students in alternate housing off campus at no cost to the students 


