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The Courage to Teach: The Work 
of Parker Palmer

Abstract. This presentation will consider the intellectual 
work of Parker Palmer that led to the development of the 
Courage to Teach movement and then Circles of Trust for 
other professions.  The fundamental tenants of the Courage 
to Teach work will be explored as well as the principles and 
practices upon which this work is based.  Research related to 
the impact of this approach for professional satisfaction as 
well as for improving relational trust in organizations will be 

examined.
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