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As the Winter Olympics came to an end this weekend, it reminded me that, even though most of 
us are not Olympic athletes, we are all trying to do the best we can to achieve our own personal 
victories. It was particularly inspiring to see SUNY Potsdam alumnus and Bears Hall of Famer 
Chris Lee ’04 take home a bronze medal after an admirable showing on the ice for Team Canada. 
A defenseman, Chris had one of the most unique paths to becoming an Olympic medalist, having 
played pro hockey for years in international leagues, but never for the NHL. His sportsmanship 
and determination are truly exemplary! 

The immense pride that Chris and his fellow Olympians experienced representing their home 
countries is how I feel about leading SUNY Potsdam, because this is truly a special community. 

Lougheed Gift 
This week, I had the enormous pleasure of delivering to campus the Lougheeds’ extraordinarily 
generous check for their historic gift in support of applied learning initiatives at SUNY Potsdam. 
I’m so pleased that the first Lougheed Applied Learning Grant awards have already been made, 
funding faculty work that facilitates and encourages student engagement with high-impact 
educational experiences, and I look forward to the amazing things our campus will do with this 
extraordinary gift in the years to come. 

Days of Reflection 
As I mentioned in my email to the campus last week, SUNY Potsdam is a place where we come 
together to learn, to teach, to grow. Each day, we strive to create a safe, welcoming and inclusive 
campus community, where we can all come together in the pursuit of knowledge and common 
goals. Our Potsdam Pledge so aptly describes this ideal, and invites us to consider not only what 
we are seeking to become but what we share in common.  

I hope that you will join me to reflect on these ideals, and how we can collectively advance them, 
at the Days of Reflection that will be held from Feb. 27 to March 2. The Days of Reflection 
Steering Committee has put together an impressive schedule again this spring filled with a 
variety of meaningful presentations. Please, join us in helping to create the kind of community 
that welcomes and includes all of us. 

Budget 
In the next few weeks, we will begin the process for creating next year’s budget. As you recall, 
last year was the first year we used this new system for developing the budget, with the aim of 
helping us allocate our financial resources more strategically. I’m grateful for your patience as 
we continue to refine the process and work to smooth out all the bumps and potholes that 
accompany any new budget process. For an update on this year’s budget presented by Barbara 
Montour, our director of budget, I hope you’ll join me at the next full Faculty Senate meeting on 
March 15 at 4 p.m. in the Satterlee Hall Black Box Theater. 

Enrollment 
Our enrollment continues to be key to our financial health, and I am very pleased that we met our 
fall to spring goals for retention, with a retention rate of 90.8%. Our Retention Committee is hard 
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at work developing new strategies for ensuring that every student who begins their academic 
career at Potsdam is successful. I’m grateful to Provost Bette Bergeron for taking the lead of this 
important committee, and to the staff in the Student Success Center and all throughout campus 
who are taking a leadership role in retention. 

Mariea Noblitt, our enrollment management consultant, will be on campus in just a few short 
weeks. She will be meeting with faculty and staff to examine our enrollment management 
functions and helping us to develop our strategic enrollment management plan. Thank you to all 
who have assisted in preparing for this visit, and all who will be taking the time to meet with 
Mariea while she is on campus. 

As we head into spring, we will be welcoming many prospective students and their families onto 
campus. I hope you’ll join me in extending a warm Potsdam welcome to our prospective 
students, and helping them to experience our extraordinary campus community.   

Personnel Changes 
Mary Dolan has submitted her intent to retire as Associate Vice President/Interim Vice President 
for Administration, effective May 24. Mary has been an invaluable resource to the President’s 
Council and our campus, providing knowledge and thoughtful insights that have had such a 
positive impact on Potsdam, and I am tremendously grateful for her service. 

Melissa Proulx has assumed the role of Director of Human Resources, as of last week. Melissa’s 
expertise in employee and labor relations is a tremendous asset to our campus. I am also 
delighted to announce that Jennifer Murray will be taking over the role of Assistant Director, 
effective March 5. Please help me in welcoming Melissa and Jennifer to their new roles. 

Mary will continue to oversee Computing & Technology Services, the Office of Environmental 
Health and Safety, the Division of Physical Plant and the Office of Purchasing and Payables on 
an interim basis, until our new Vice President for Business Affairs and Chief Financial Officer is 
hired. At that time, Mary will transition into a part-time role working on various projects. 

LoKo Festival of the Arts 
The Lougheed-Kofoed Festival of the Arts will be here before we know it! This year’s LoKo 
Festival will take place April 27 to May 6. I invite you to join the campus in celebrating the arts 
at more than 40 free events during the Festival. The festival will include an array of 
performances, hands-on workshops, immersive presentations and art exhibits once again.The full 
schedule and biographies of all the visiting artists can be found at www.potsdam.edu/loko.  

Faculty, staff and students are now welcome to apply for funding for the 2019 LoKo Arts 
Festival. The deadline to submit proposals is April 5. Information on the funding parameters and 
application can be found online. 

Athletics 
I would like to congratulate Coach Jay Green and the entire Potsdam Bears Women’s Hockey 
team for making it to the first ever Northeast Women's Hockey League Playoffs held at SUNY 
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Plattsburgh this past weekend. Although the team did not advance, they had a great season and 
we are all proud of their hard work, both on and off the ice. 

Open Office Hours 
The next date for my open office hours is March 20, and more information can be found online. 
In addition to my open office hours, over the coming months, I will be scheduling times to meet 
with various stakeholders, starting with our clerical staff, to better understand the ways that I can 
help support you in your critically important role on our campus. I look forward to working 
together to enrich the SUNY Potsdam experience for everyone. 
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